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MULTI-TASKING 

Double  Issue 

Please  note  that  this  is  a double 
issue  of  The  Shekel — covering 
March-April  and  May-June.  We  did 
this  to  accommodate  the  schedule 
of  our  editor,  Andy  Perala,  who  will 
shortly  undergo  procedures  to  cor- 
rect a serious  heart  problem.  1 know 
that  we  all  extend  good  wishes  for  a 
speedy  recovery. 

Elections 

Since  no  nominations  were 
received  by  the  deadline,  there 
will  be  no  election  this  year  for 
board  members  of  AINA.  How- 
ever, I would  like  to  point  out  that 
the  board  can  name  new  qualified 
members — as  we  did  last  year  when 
we  named  Walter  Ostromecki.  Any 
AINA  member,  who  has  been  a 
member  for  at  least  3 years,  who 
would  like  to  help  guide  our  orga- 
nization is  invited  to  write  to  me  in 
order  to  be  considered  for  an  ap- 
pointment to  the  board. 

At  our  annual  Board  of  Directors 
meeting  in  August,  the  Board  of 
Directors  will  choose  the  President, 
Vice  President,  Treasurer,  and  Sec- 
retary for  new  four-year  terms. 

And  speaking  of  elections,  I 
am  pleased  to  note  that  two  of  our 
board  members  are  running  in  the 
current  elections  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association — Walter 
Ostromecki  for  President  and  Oded 
Paz  for  the  Board  of  Directors.  I 
wish  them  both  good  luck! 


ORGANIZATION 

Annual  Meeting 

AINA  members,  their  families 
and  friends,  as  well  as  the  general 
public  are  invited  to  hear  the  pre- 
eminent scholar  of  Judaean  coins 
and  Adjunct  Curator  at  the  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Society— David 
Hendin — give  an  illustrated  talk  on 
the  spectacular  “Coins  of  the  Holy 
Land:  The  Abraham  and  Marian 
Sofaer  Collection”  that  the  Sofaers 
generously  contributed  to  the  ANS. 

President’s  Message 

In  addition,  a 
representative  of 
the  Israel  Coins 
and  Medals 
Corporation  will 
give  a sneak  pre- 
view of  upcom- 
ing coins  and 
medals.  The  meeting  will  be  held 
in  conjunction  with  the  American 
Numismatic  Association’s  World’s 
Fair  of  MoneySM  at  the  Donald  Ste- 
phens Convention  Center  in  Rose- 
mont,  Illinois  (near  Chicago) — on 
Thursday,  August  15,  from  1-3. 
Admission  to  the  meeting  is  free. 
AINA  will  also  have  a table  in  the 
bourse  area,  and  you  are  invited  to 
come  over  and  schmooze  (note  that 
there  is  an  admission  charge  for  the 
bourse  area). 

2014  AINA  Medal 

At  the  2013  AINA  Board  Meet- 

Continued  on  Page  4 
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250th  issue  approaches 


ing,  we  voted  to  honor  Sylvia 
Haffner  Magnus,  “The  Mother  of 
Modern  Israel  Numismatics,”  on 
an  AINA  medal — and  we  are  now 
working  on  the  design.  Sylvia  wrote 
Israel  s Modern  Money  and  Medals 
1917-1970 , which  was  the  Offi- 
cial Guide  of  the  American  Israel 
Numismatic  Association;  her  byline 
was  frequently  in  The  Shekel;  and 
Sylvia  served  on  AINA’s  Board  of 
Directors. 

250th  Issue  of  The  Shekel 

The  next  issue  of  The  Shekel  will 
be  our  250th  issue.  I would  like  to 


sincerely  thank  Andrew  Perala  for 
the  outstanding  job  he  does  issue 
after  issue.  And  I salute  all  of  our 
past  editors — Nat  Sobel  who  set 
our  high  standards  and  who  also 
designed  the  unique  Shekel  font 
and  the  AINA  logo  that  have  been 
in  use  for  45  years,  longtime  editor 
Ed  Schuman,  George  Gilbert,  and 
David  Alexander. 

Happy  Collecting, 

HI 


A DIFFERENT  VIEW  OF  JAN  KARSKI 


I am  writing  because  I am  not 
only  a subscriber  to  The  Shekel  but 
one  of  my  many  jobs  here  in  Israel 
is  that  I am  a professional  guide  at 
Yad  Vashem.  Therefore  my  interest 
was  piqued  by  the  letter  about  Jan 
Karski  (January  February  2013). 

Unfortunately  the  letter  contains 
many  factual  errors. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Karski 
was  a great  man.  In  fact  I know  of 
three  statues  in  his  honor,  one  on 
the  campus  of  Georgetown  Uni- 
versity, across  the  street  from  the 
Polish  consulate  in  New  York  City, 
and  another  in  Warsaw. 

Karski  disguised  himself  as  an 
SS  officer  to  sneak  into  a sub-camp 
of  the  Belzec  death  camp.  He  was 


also  smuggled  into  the  Warsaw 
Ghetto  by  the  revisionist  resis- 
tance group  to  see  conditions  in  the 
ghetto  himself. 

Letters 

Regarding  his  meetings  in 
England  and  the  USA  after  being 
smuggled  out  of  Europe,  Karski  did 
not  meet  with  Churchill  because 
Churchill  was  in  Morocco  at  the 
time  recovering  from  pneumonia. 

(of  this  I am  80  percent  certain,  but 
I have  been  unable  to  fully  verify 
with  the  historian  Martin  Gilbert, 
Churchill’s  official  biographer, 
because  he  is  ill.) 

However,  Anthony  Eden  met 

Continued  on  Page  6 
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YOUR  COINS 
ARE  HISTORY. 
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New  release,  Limited  edition 


CORAL  REEF,  El  LAI 


First  in  a new  Series  of  Coins 
"Views  of  Israel" 

Issued  by  the  Bank  of  Israel 


v 1 

*-<T 

I / 1 / V\« 

/ Ml 

/ kL.  , , s 

/ffi  . ,;i 

«|  r-— ' \ 

1 * ^ m 

* 

www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-8212807 
RO.Box  2040  - Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 


since 

ICMC  - SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL  1958 

www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-8212807 
PO.Box  2040  - Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 


TEL  MEGIDDO 

2012/5772 

4th  Coin  in  the  "UNESCO  World 
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Series  Ancient  Mosaics  of 
The  Holy  Land 

TREE  OF  LIFE 

HISHAM'S  PALACE  (Khirbat  al-Mafjar) 


Innovative  series  in  fine  Gold.9999 
and  Silver. 999,  each  weighing  one 
Troy  Oz. 

(31.1  grams),  highlighting  ancient 
mosaics  unearthed  in  the  Holy 
Land,  dating  from  the  Byzantine 
era,  6th  century. 

Bear  the  logo  of  the  Holy  Land 
Mint,  metal  fineness  and  weight. 


israelmi 
Box  204 


karski,  Roosevelt  met  warmly 


Continued  from  Page  4 

with  him  and  basically 
would  not  discuss  what 
he  called  the  “Jewish 
question” 

Roosevelt  did  meet 
with  Karski  and  (as 
is  described  in  a film 
interview  with  Karski 
at  Yad  Vashem)  spent 
an  hour  speaking  with 
Karski  about  many  mat- 
ters, including  what  was 
happening  to  the  Jews  in 
Europe. 

Roosevelt  was  very  courteous  to 
Karski  in  fact,  unlike  the  portrayal 
by  the  letter  writer,  because  they 
were  both  aristocrats. 

However,  he  did  not  commit 
to  bombing  Auschwitz  which  was 
Karski ’s  goal  for  the  meeting, 
instead  stating  the  Allies  would  win 
the  war  and  then  seek  justice. 

In  1944  the  British  and  Ameri- 
cans flew  over  100  missions  over 
Warsaw  from  Foggio  air  base  in 
Italy.  Auschwitz  was  200  miles 
closer  to  that  base  but  other  than 
attempts  to  destroy  the  German  fac- 
tory in  Buna-Monowitz  (Auschwitz 
III)  there  was  no  attempt  to  destroy 
the  gas  chambers  at  Birkenau. 
(Auschwitz  II). 

Although  Roosevelt  died  before 
the  war  ended  it  is  questionable  that 
justice  was  achieved  and  the  mil- 
lions who  died  after  his  meeting 


with  Karski  certain- 
ly did  not  receive 
justice  on  this  earth. 

As  for  Karski 
he  did  not  return  to 
Europe  because  his 
underground  cover 
was  blown.  He  pub- 
lished a book  during 
the  war  called  The 
Story ’ of  a Secret 
State  describing  the 
slaughter  going  on 
in  Europe. 

He  then  became  a 
political  science  professor  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  where  he  lived  the  rest 
of  his  life  before  passing  away  in 
2000. 

Much,  much  more  can  be  said 
about  this  topic  and  the  debate 
about  the  failure  of  the  allies  to 
bomb  Auschwitz  goes  on  today,  but 
it  is  important  to  be  accurate  and 
Roosevelt  spent  an  hour  speaking 
with  Karski  as  Karski’s  own  remi- 
niscences reveal. 

- Anderson  D.  Harkov,  Esq. 

* Practice  Emphasis  on  Appel- 
late Briefs  and  Legal  Research  in 
Criminal  Law  and  Procedure; 

* Criminal  and  Civil  Appeals; 

* Certified  English  Tutor  for 
Bagrut,  Meitsav,  and  Reading 

Fluency 


Jan  Karski 
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AT  AUCTION: 


Spinkauctions 
Israel,  Palestine 

BANKNOTES 

rarities  featured  in  April  sale, ■ 

AFFORDABLE  NOTES  ALSO  SOLD 

BY  DR.  KERRY  RODGERS 


or  those  who  collect  the  paper 
currency  of  Israel  and  British 
Palestine,  Spink’s  second  world 
paper  money  sale  of  2013  in  Lon- 
don was  the  place  to  be. 

Apart  from  issued  notes  in  the 
two-day  sale  (April  10  and  1 1), 
the  catalog  also  featured  an  histor- 
ically significant  number  of  Israeli 
artists’  essays,  trials,  specimens, 
and  printers’  Proofs  from  1948  to 
1955. 

The  68  lots  are  a tribute  to 
the  extraordinary  hunter-gath- 
erer skills  of  Spink’s  director  of 
banknotes,  Barnaby  Faull. 

In  auctions  over  the  past  sev- 
eral years  Barnaby  has  regularly 
offered  a notable  range  of  rarities 
from  British  Palestine  ( Standard 


term  cron  to  tntorto  rrpn  iscn 


A vignette  from  Israel’s  first  issue  of  paper 
currency,  an  Anglo-Palestine  Bank  1948 
issue  £1  example  of  the  specimen  set 
printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Cor- 
poration. All  notes  in  this  series  lack  the 
ABNC  imprint. 

Catalog  of  World  Paper  Money  pp 
6 to  11). 

This  sale  was  no  exception.  For 
starters,  there  was  a Palestine 
£100  specimen  dated  30  Sep- 

Continued 
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1 OF  WORLD'S  RAREST  NOTES  SOLD 


One  of paper  money  s great  rarities  and  the  dream  of  any  Palestine  banknote  collector: 
Palestine  Currency  Board  specimen  £100  dated  30  September  1929  and  signed  by  Sir  Percy 
Ezechiel,  Sir  John  Caulcutt  and  Roland  Venables  Vernon  (P-1  lbs).  In  gEF  with  some  mount- 
ing traces  and  annotations,  it  realized  $119,689  in  April.  At  top,  the  front  features  the  Tower 
ofRamleh.  The  back,  above,  shows  the  Tower  of  David  above  the  Citadel  of  Jerusalem. 


Continued 

tember  1929.  (PI  lbs.)  Bank  of 
England  records  show  just  six  of 
the  issued  notes  are  still  outstand- 
ing with  only  five  known  today. 
This  record,  perhaps,  helps  ex- 
plain why  the  offered  specimen  in 
Extremely  Fine  realized  $1 19,689 
- although  on  a $123,000-185,000 
estimate.  The  1929  note  was 
the  top  price  realized  (including 
buyer’s  fee)  of  the  entire  sale. 

As  the  auction  progressed  it 
became  evident  this  was  a collec- 


tors’ sale.  And  these  collectors  had 
come  knowing  exactly  what  they 
wanted.  Not  only  were  prepared  to 
pay  handsomely  to  achieve  their 
desires,  they  ignored  quality  rari- 
ties that  would  likely  have  been 
snapped-up  a few  months  back. 
The  results  from  the  Palestine  sec- 
tion are  a case  in  point. 

For  example,  bidders  ignored  a 
7 September  1939  £50  specimen, 
(PlOcs),  but  paid  the  second  high- 
est price  of  the  sale  of  $40,488  for 

Continued 
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Banknotes  included  varieties 


Image  courtesy  Spink  London. 

Variety  collector’s  delight:  500  mils  of  15  August  1945,  P6d.  Only  seven  500  mil  notes 
are  known  with  a K prefix,  which  explains  why  $10,282  was  paid  for  this  VF  example  at 
Spink’s  London  sale  of  April  10  and  11,  2013. 


Continued 

a £10  “color  trial”  specimen  dated 
1 September  1927  (P9a),  in  EF. 

As  the  catalog  stressed,  that  £50 
specimen  is  the  so-called  “Miss- 
ing Link”  of  the  1939  Palestine 
series.  Its  serial  number  font  dif- 
fers from  that  of  the  rare  issued 
note  that  bears  this  date.  The  only 
other  Specimen  note  of  this  same 
date  shows  the  serial  font  of  that 
issued  note. 

One  rarity  that  certainly  was  not 
overlooked  was  a 500  mils  of  15 
August  1945  (P6d).  Graded  VF,  it 
sold  for  $10,282.  The  preceding 
lot  bore  the  same  date  and  was 
of  similar  grade  but  fetched  only 
$4,223.  The  difference  lay  in  the 
serial  prefix.  Only  seven  1945  500 
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mils  notes  are  known  with  a K 
prefix  which  explains  the  $10,282 
paid  for  the  example  on  offer. 

Cherry-pickers  were  certainly 
to  the  fore  in  the  Israeli  section  of 
the  auction.  First  up  were  15  lots 
from  the  Anglo-Palestinian  Bank 
followed  by  two  lots  from  its  suc- 
cessor Bank  Leumi  Le-Israel. 

The  history  of  both  institutions 
is  intimately  tied  up  with  both 
Jewish  settlement  of  colonial 
Palestine  and  the  establishment  of 
modern  Israel. 

The  Anglo-Palestinian  Bank  was 
established  in  1902  by  the  Jewish 
Colonial  Trust,  itself  incorporated 
in  London  in  1899  at  the  Second 
Zionist  Congress. 

Continued 


Evolution  of  design  seen  in  notes 


Images  courtesy  Spink  London 

Top:  One  of  Anglo-Palestine  Bank  hand-executed  essays  in  the  auction;  this  £50  example 
on  card  sold  for  $4,957.  Above:  Rare  printed  Anglo-Palestine  Bank  £5  with  the  memo- 
rable date  of  16  May  1948  (Pick  3 a),  that  went  unsold  at  Spink’s  London  sale  in  April.. 
(Printed  size  of  banknotes  shown  adjusted  for  page.) 


Continued 

Following  the  founding  of  Israel 
in  1948  the  bank  won  the  conces- 
sion to  issue  banknotes.  In  1950  it 
was  renamed  Bank  Leumi  Le- 
Israel  and  became  a commercial 
bank  in  1954  following  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Bank  of  Israel. 

The  Anglo-Palestinian  lots 
included  both  hand-executed 
essays,  uniface  proofs  and  one 
issued  note.  These  were  well  and 
truly  picked-over  as  they  came  up 


on  the  block.  Top  price  of  $8,284 
went  to  a set  of  four  hand-exe- 
cuted essays  of  1948  that  ranged 
from  500  mils  to  £10. 

These  had  been  prepared  for 
notes  eventually  printed  by 
Shoshani  Printers  in  Tel  Aviv  as 
a stop-gap  measure  to  cover  an 
anticipated  shortage  of  currency 
following  the  British  departure  on 
May  15,  1948. 

Most  of  these  printed  notes 

Continued 
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SIGNED  PROOF  NOTE  GOES  UNSOLD 

1 1 1 ^ 
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Image  courtesy  Spink  London 

This  uniface  Proof  of  an  Anglo-P alestine  Bank  100  mils  of  1948  (cf  P-7)  did  not  sell 
despite  designer  Otto  Wallish  s manuscript  signature  below.  The  purple  handstamp  reads 
‘Dugma  ’ [specimen]. 


Continued 

were  destroyed  when  a shipment 
arrived  from  American  Bank 
Note  Co.  in  July  1948.  One  of 
the  surviving  printed  £5s  dated 
16  May  1948,  P3a,  in  gEF  was 
passed-in  - as  was  a Specimen  set 
of  the  ABNC  notes,  P 1 4s- 1 8s,  for 
500  mils  to  £50  inclusive,  all  in 
aUNC. 

The  two  Bank  Leumi  Le-Israel 
lots  attracted  more  interest.  A 


1952  issue  £1  “color  trial”  in 
brown  on  a blue-green  under- 
print (cf.  P20)  took  $4,774,  while 
a complete  Specimen  set  of  the 
1952  issue,  P19s-P23s,  500  prutah 
to  £50,  made  a very  comfortable 
$4,590. 

Five  lots  consisted  of  a series  of 
artist’s  proofs,  the  work  of  Gabriel 
and  Maxim  Shamir,  for  the  Bank 
of  Israel  5718-20  (1958  to  60) 

Continued 
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Early  banknote  designs  in  sale 


Image  courtesy  Spink  London 

Above:  One  of  the  hand-drawn  essays  of  Maxim  Shamir  for  the  Bank  of  Israel ’s  “ ideal 
figure  ” series  showing  a laborer  (Pick  33).  This  example  sold  for  $2,387. 


Continued 

issue.  This  series  resulted  from 
public  unhappiness  with  the  first 
Bank  of  Israel  issues  of  1 955  with 
designs  dominated  by  landscapes. 

The  designs  of  the  new  notes 
were  meant  to  show  archaeologi- 
cal sites  on  the  notes’  backs  and 
images  of  the  state  of  modern 
Israel  and  its  people  on  the  faces. 
The  project  was  overseen  by 
archaeologist  Yigael  Yadin  with 
photographs  of  “modern  Israelis” 
commissioned  from  Rudi  Wissen- 
stein. 

The  artists’  Proofs  carried  the 
signature  of  Maxim  Shamir.  They 
had  been  purchased  decades  ago 
from  his  family.  The  Proofs  sold 
for  $2,387. 

Tucked  away  at  the  back  of  the 


Palestine  section  were  six  lots  of 
negative  transparencies  showing 
note  essays  produced  at  the  Emil 
Pikovski  Printing  Works. 

These  items  are  the  only  mate- 
rial in  private  hands  related  to 
a planned  Pikovski  printing  of 
Palestinian  notes  - apart  from  a 
single  £1  Proof.  All  other  mate- 
rial is  held  in  the  Bank  of  Israel 
archives.  Despite  their  historical 
significance  none  of  these  lots 
sold. 

Full  details  of  the  lots  and 
prices-realized  for  both  sales  can 
be  found  at  Spink’s  web  site  www. 
spink.com.  A 20  percent  Buyer’s 
Premium  has  been  included  in  the 
prices  cited  above;  conversion  rate 
1.00  GBP  = 1.53USD.  raj 

© K.  A.  Rodgers  2013 
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Blessings  of  the  Faith 

Images  of 

tradition 
found 
ancient 
Judaean 
coinage 

An  illustration  show- 
ing the  recitation  o f the 
blessings  during  the 
Havdalah  (distinction  ’) 
ceremony  that  terminates 
the  Sabbath  or  festivals 
and  separates  the  sacred 
days  from  the  ordinary 
week.  An  illumination 
from  a i4'h  century  CE 
Spanish  manuscript. 


BY  MARVIN  TAMEANKO 


One  of  the  most  significant 
requirements  in  the  Jew- 
ish religion  is  to  “Bless 
the  Lord  and  forget  not  all  his  ben- 
efits.” ( Psalms  103:2).  By  tradition, 
Jews  do  this  by  saying  blessings 
or  benedictions  (berakhot)  during 
their  daily  routine,  and  many  Jews 
treat  these  recitations  as  spiritual 
experiences  that  give  meaning  to 
their  lives.  The  blessings  are  said 
over  a variety  of  acts  or  events 
and  offer  praise  to  the  Lord  and 


express  gratitude  for  His  countless 
bounties.  These  actions  include  the 
partaking  of  nourishment,  doing 
a good  deed,  a ‘mitzvah,’  which 
is  usually  defined  as  a religious 
commandment,  and  performing 
the  festival  rituals.  As  the  Hebrew 
word  for  a blessing,  ‘berakha’  (plu- 
ral berakhot),  is  derived  from  the 
verb  “brkh,”  meaning  “to  fall  on 
one’s  knee,”  these  benedictions  are 
seen  as  a direct  address  to  God  and 

Continued 
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Blessings  visible  on  |udaean  coins 


Continued 

a celebration  of  the  personal  and 
intimate  relationship  between  in- 
dividuals and  the  Supreme  Being. 
Even  secularized  or  nonobservant 
Jews  find  that  saying  the  blessings 
is  a moving  experience  and  they 
often  recite  them  to  identify  them- 
selves with  their  Jewish  heritage. 

In  olden  days  the  blessings  were 
set  to  music  and  today  they  are 
frequently  sung  or  chanted  in  these 
ancient  tunes. 

Most  of  the  blessings  are  of 
archaic  origin  and  the  Bible  makes 
numerous  references  to  them, 
beginning  as  early  as  Genesis,  24: 
27.  However,  scholars  claim  that 
they  actually  originated  at  different 
times  in  several  communities  for  a 
variety  of  reasons,  and  were  only 
standardized  in  the  period  after  the 
fall  of  the  Second  Temple  in  70 
CE.  The  benedictions  always  begin 
with  the  formula,  “ Blessed  are 
You,  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  uni- 
verse, ” and  end  with  participants 
concurring  by  saying  “ amen 7 ’ 

Remarkably  for  coin  collectors, 
the  images  on  several  ancient  Jew- 
ish coins  reflect  the  most  common 
blessings  by  showing  artifacts  that 
refer  to  elements  in  life  that  merit  a 
benediction. 

The  Breaking  of  Bread 

Among  Jewish  families,  the  most 
common  and  frequently  recited 
blessing  is  the  “Ha-motzi’  (literally. 


“brings  forth”  in  Hebrew),  which  is 
said  before  eating  bread.  “ Blessed 
are  You,  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the 
universe  Who  brings  forth  bread 
from  the  earth.  ” Like  all  the  bene- 
dictions over  food,  this  is  intended 
to  sanctify  the  act  of  taking  nour- 
ishment to  sustain  life,  and  to  give 
thanks  to  the  Lord  for  creating  the 
plants  that  grow  in  the  earth.  This 
is  the  blessing  that  many  Jews  to- 
day teach  to  their  young  children  as 


Images  on  several  ancient 
Jewish  coins  reflect  the 
most  common  blessings 


their  very  first  religious  experience. 

Bread  was  the  dietary  invention 
made  by  people  when  they  moved 
from  hunting  to  farming,  and  it 
became  the  staple  food,  the  “staff 
of  life”  of  all  nations.  The  usual 
diet  of  early  Jews  consisted  of 
bread,  some  oil,  with  a few  olives 
or  dates,  some  vegetables  and,  on 
very  special  occasions,  a bit  of  fish 
or  meat.  The  Bible  mentions  that 
bread  was  made  from  five  grains, 
wheat,  barley,  spelt  (a  cruder  spe- 
cies of  wheat),  oats  and  rye.  The 
ancient  Jews  immediately  recog- 
nized the  importance  of  bread  for 
maintaining  life  and  made  it  part 

Continued 
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Herod’s  coin  a great  example 


Images  courtesy  CNG 
A bronze  prutah  coin  of 
Herod  Agrippa  /,  37  to  44 
CE,  showing  three  stalks  of 
grain  on  the  reverse. 
(Hendin,  1244) 


Continued 

of  the  traditional  sacrifices  in  the 
Temple.  In  addition,  they  honored 
bread  by  making  donations  of  it  to 
the  poor  or  the  priesthood  and  by 
displaying  it  as  the  biblical  “show- 
bread,”  in  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem. 

Eventually,  bread  became  semi- 
sacred  in  life  and  the  grains  used  to 
make  it  were  depicted  on  numerous 
ancient  coins. 

For  coin  collectors,  the  best 
example  of  a coin  showing  a sheaf 
of  grain,  and  echoing  the  Ha-motzi, 
was  one  struck  for  king  Herod 
Agrippa  I (37  to  44  CE)  in  the  mint 
in  Jerusalem.  The  obverse  of  this 
coin  shows  an  umbrella  or  canopy, 
an  oriental  device  that  became  a 
symbol  for  royalty. 

In  addition  to  this  coin,  the  table 
on  which  the  showbread  was  dis- 
played in  the  Temple  was  illus- 
trated on  a previously  issued  coin 
of  Mattathias  Antigonus,  (40  to  37 
BCE)  the  last  Hasmonean  (Macca- 
bean)  king.  It  is  shown  later  in  this 
article,  in  the  section  describing  the 
blessing  over  lighting  candles. 


The  most  familiar,  and  possibly 
the  most  famous,  blessing  is  recited 
before  drinking  wine.  This  bene- 
diction, called  “Kiddush”  (Sanctifi- 
cation), usually  begins  the  Sabbath 
and  the  festival  ceremonies.  It  is 
performed  to  consecrate  the  special 
day  in  fulfilment  of  the  biblical 
commandment,  “Remember  the 
Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy”  {Exo- 
dus 20:  8.). 

Scholars  claim  that  drinking 
wine  is  probably  as  old  as  recorded 
history  and  wine-making  vessels, 
dating  to  5,000  BCE,  have  been 
discovered  in  excavations  in  Egypt 
and  the  Middle  East. 

The  benediction  over  wine  is 
“ Blessed  are  You,  Lord  our  God, 
King  of  the  universe  Who  creates 
the  fruit  of  the  Vine.  ” This  bless- 
ing offers  thanks  to  the  Lord  for 
the  beverage  that  makes  life  joyful 
and,  in  many  families,  it  is  the  most 
popular  of  all  the  benedictions,  re- 
cited even  during  non-religious  oc- 
casions, replacing  the  usual  toast. 

The  ancient  Jews  were  so  im- 

Continued 
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Fruit  imagery  a common  theme 


Images  courtesy  CNG 
A bronze  prut  ah  of  the  First 
Jewish  War  against  Rome, 
66-70  CE,  struck  in  the 
second  year  of  the  war, 
showing  the  wine  cup  and 
a vine  leaf  and  tendril  on 
the  reverse.  ( Hendin  1360) 


Continued 

pressed  by  the  taste  and  potency 
of  wine  that  they  made  it  holy,  and 
incorporated  it  into  their  religious 
rituals,  and  represented  it  on  many 
coins.  A fine  example  is  the  small 
bronze  coin  struck  during  the  First 
Jewish  War  against  Rome  (66  to 
70  CE).  This  coinage  showed  a 
metal  vessel  or  chalice  containing 
the  sacramental  wine  used  in  the 
Temple  on  the  obverse,  and  a vine 
leaf  on  the  reverse. 

These  symbols  are  coupled  with 
the  coin’s  inscription,  “ FOR  THE 
FREEDOM  OF  ZION”  to  indicate  that 
the  sanctification  of  wine  was  a 
religious  ceremony  closely  related 
to  the  freedom  of  the  nation. 

By  tradition,  a special  blessing 
is  pronounced  before  the  eating  of 
fruits.  Ancient  Judaea  was  famous 
for  its  figs,  dates,  grapes  and  pome- 
granates and  a special  benediction 
was  offered  before  the  eating  of 
this  produce  of  the  land.  This  bless- 
ing is  simply,  “ Blessed  are  You, 
Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  universe 
Who  creates  the  fruit  of  the  tree.  ” 


A parallel  blessing  is  offered 
before  the  eating  of  vegetables  or 
herbs,  “ Blessed  are  You,  Lord  our 
God,  King  of  the  un  iverse  Who  cre- 
ates the  fruit  of  the  ground.  ” 

Fruit  and  fruit  trees  are  a com- 
mon theme  on  ancient  Jewish  coins 
and  the  highly  productive  date 
palm  eventually  became  a national 
emblem  for  Judaea.  The  benedic- 
tion over  fruit  originated  in  the  ritu- 
als of  the  harvest  festivals  that  were 
ordained  to  extol  the  abundance  of 
seasonal  produce  with  prayers  of 
thanks  to  the  Lord. 

Today’s  “Thanksgiving”  holiday 
is  derived  from  one  of  the  princi- 
pal ancient  Jewish  harvest  festival 
called  “Sukkot”  (the  Feast  of  Tab- 
ernacles), which  celebrate  the  final 
harvest  of  the  year.  A Sukka  (plu- 
ral, Sukkot),  is  a rough  hut  and  a 
reminder  of  the  tabernacles  ancient 
Jews  lived  in  during  their  wan- 
derings in  the  wilderness  during 
the  Exodus.  In  the  early  centuries 
Sukkot  became  one  of  the  main 
pilgrim  festivals  when  every  Jew 
tried  to  come  to  Jerusalem  and  pray 

Continued 
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Ritual  implements  also  depicted 


Images  courtesy  CNG 
A bronze  half-shekel  coin 
of  the  First  Jewish  War, 
66-70  CE,  showing  a date 
tree  and  baskets  of  dates. 
(Hen  din  1367) 


Continued 

at  the  Temple,  as  commanded  in 
the  Bible,  in  Deuteronomy  16:16. 
When  this  privilege  was  denied 
to  the  Jews  by  the  conquerors  of 
Judaea,  the  festival  developed  into 
a symbol  of  freedom,  foretelling 
the  day  when  Jews  would  be  free 
to  control  their  own  religious  lives. 

Consequently,  the  ritual  imple- 
ments used  during  the  Sukkot 
festival  became  protest  symbols  as- 
sociated with  the  hope  for  political 
and  religious  freedom,  and  these 
appeared  on  many  Jewish  coins. 

A coin  of  the  First  Jewish  War 
against  Rome  (66  to  70  CE),  a 
bronze  half-shekel,  honors  Sukkot 
and  the  date  palm. 

The  reverse  of  the  coin  shows 
a palm  tree  laden  with  bunches 
of  dates  and  two  baskets  full  of 
harvested  dates  at  its  base.  The 
obverse  of  the  coin  shows  two 
“lulavs”  (young  branches),  actually 
palm  fronds  made  into  ritual  wands 
with  willow  and  myrtle  bindings 
for  a handle.  Also  shown  on  the 
coin  is  an  “etrog,”  a citron  like  a 
lemon. 


These  were  the  main  implements 
used  in  rituals  during  Sukkot  with 
the  lulav  and  the  etrog  representing 
the  “four  species,”  to  be  used  in  the 
ceremonies,  as  commanded  in  the 
Bible,  Leviticus  23:40.  In  66  CE, 
the  Roman  conquerors  restricted 
Jewish  pilgrimages  to  Jerusalem  to 
prevent  rebellions,  and  they  cur- 
tailed the  observance  of  the  Sukkot 
holiday. 

This  was  a festival  the  rebels 
in  the  First  War  hoped  to  restore 
when  they  defeated  the  Romans, 
so  they  promoted  it  on  their  coin- 
age by  displaying  the  Sukkot  ritual 
implements.  The  reverse  legend, 
in  paleo-Hebrew  letters,  is  “7D 
THE  REDEMPTION  OF  ZION”  and  it 
expresses  the  intention  of  restoring 
the  nation  and  the  celebrations  of 
the  festivals. 

To  recite  a blessing  before  drink- 
ing water  seems  redundant  today 
because  getting  a drink  is  such  a 
simple  affair:  just  turn  on  a tap. 

But  in  ancient  days,  in  a land 
where  water  was  always  scarce,  it 
was  not  so  easily  procured.  Deep 
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Special  water  libations  shown 


Images  courtesy  CNG 
A silver  zuz  or  denarius  of 
the  Bar  Kochba  Revolt, 
(132  to  135  CE),  show- 
ing the  golden  flagon 
used  for  the  water  liba- 
tion in  the  Temple  on  the 
reverse.  (Hendin  1423) 


Continued 

wells  had  to  be  dug  or  aqueducts 
and  cisterns  constructed  to  provide 
water  for  the  communities.  Even 
today,  water  is  a precious  com- 
modity in  Israel  and  is  the  cause  of 
lingering  disputes  with  neighbor- 
ing countries.  The  recitation  over 
water  is  a catch-all  type  of  blessing 
that  actually  covers  all  the  liquids 
we  drink  other  than  wine,  and 
some  foods  except  for  the  plants 
that  have  their  own  specific  bene- 
dictions, “ Blessed  are  You,  Lord 
our  God,  King  of  the  universe,  by 
Whose  word  all  things  came  into 
existence.  ” 

In  ancient  days,  during  the 
festival  of  Sukkot,  a special  wa- 
ter libation  was  performed  in  the 
Temple  to  plead  for  the  winter  rain 
needed  for  the  crops.  In  a joyful 
ceremony  the  priests  poured  water 
from  a golden  flagon  over  the  altar 
and  recited  prayers.  A silver  coin 
struck  during  the  third  year  of  the 
Bar  Kokhba  Revolt  ( 1 32  to  135 
CE),  illustrates  a metal  jug  with 
one  handle  that  probably  represent- 


ed the  golden  flagon  used  for  the 
water  libation  in  the  Temple.  The 
name  Shimon  is  inscribed  within  a 
wreath  on  the  obverse  of  the  coin 
and  conceivably,  he  was  the  high 
priest  who  performed  the  water 
libation.  The  reverse  showing  the 
vessel  carries  the  legend,  '"FOR 
THE  FREEDOM  OF  JERUSALEM,  ” 
implying  that  once  Jerusalem  was 
liberated,  the  festival  of  Sukkot  and 
its  rituals  would  be  restored  in  the 
Temple. 

The  most  attractive  of  all  the  tra- 
ditional blessings,  usually  recited 
by  the  oldest  female  in  a family,  is 
intoned  after  lighting  the  Sabbath 
or  festival  candles.  This  blessing  is 
one  of  the  few  benedictions  recited 
after  the  act,  rather  than  before. 

The  lighting  of  candles  is  a 
religious  duty  because  it  was  part 
of  the  biblical  injunction  in  Deuter- 
onomy 5:12  to  “observe  the  Sab- 
bath.“ Therefore,  this  act  is  consid- 
ered a mitzvah,  and  the  blessings 
over  mitzvahs  always  includes  the 
phrase,  “ Who  has  sanctified  us 
with  Commandments  . . . ” Poeti- 
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Arch  of  Titus  shows  menorah 


Perhaps  an  accurate  illustration  of  the  original  menorah  can  be  seen  on  the  Arch  of  Titus 
in  Rome  where  the  spoils  from  Jerusalem  are  shown  in  the  emperor  s triumphal  parade 
after  the  destruction  of  the  Temple  in  70  CE. 
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cally,  lighting  the  candles  was  the 
opportunity  for  the  mother  of  the 
family  to  “spread  the  light  and 
joy,”  of  the  celebration,  a concept 
first  mentioned  in  the  Bible,  in 
Esther , 8:1,  and  in  many  families, 
a beautiful  folk  ceremony  is  per- 
formed during  this  benediction. 

Before  reciting  the  blessing,  the 
matron  lights  the  candles  and  then 
waves  her  hands  in  a circular  mo- 
tion over  the  flame  to  scatter  the 
light  over  her  whole  family. 

Then  she  draws  the  light  from  the 
flames  to  herself,  as  her  personal 
blessing,  by  placing  her  hands  on 
her  closed  eyes,  and  says  the  bene- 
diction, “ Blessed  are  You,  Lord  our 
God,  King  of  the  universe  Who  has 
sanctified  us  with  commandments 
and  commanded  us  to  light  the 


lights  of  the  Sabbath  (or  the  name 
of  a festival).  ” 

The  candelabrum  used  by  ancient 
families  for  this  activity  was  a 
“menorah,”  a seven-branched  lamp 
stand,  and  it  was  so  important  that 
it  became  the  artistic  symbol  of 
Judaism. 

The  Mishnah,  Yoma  3.10,  report- 
ed that  Helena,  the  famous  queen 
of  Adiabene  in  the  1st  century  CE, 
who  converted  to  Judaism  and 
built  a palace  in  Jerusalem,  “set  a 
golden  menorah  over  the  door  of 
the  Temple  sanctuary.”  This  large 
menorah  was  later  placed  inside 
the  Temple  and  it  earlier  WWWap- 
peared  on  Jewish  coinage  struck  by 
the  last  Hasmonean  king,  Mattath- 
ias  Antigonus  (40  to  37  BCE). 

Perhaps  an  accurate  illustration 
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Below,  the  bronze  prut  ah  coin  of  Mat  tat  bias  Antigo- 
nus,  40  to  37  BCE,  showing  the  candelabrum  from 
the  Temple  and  also  the  table  of  the  “showbread.  ” 
(Hendin  1168).  Coin  images  courtesy  CNG. 

At  right,  an  illustration  of  the  candelabrum  , from 
the  sculptural  panel  inside  the  arch  of  Titus  in  Rome. 
Drawing  by  the  author. 


The  Showbread  coin 
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of  the  original  menorah  can  be 
seen  on  the  Arch  of  Titus  in  Rome 
where  the  spoils  from  Jerusalem 
are  shown  being  paraded  in  the  em- 
peror’s triumphal  parade  after  the 
destruction  of  the  Temple  in  70  CE. 

Surprisingly,  the  Talmud  dictated 
that  a blessing  must  be  recited 
when  one  sees  or  meets  a gentile 
king.  This  is  a remarkable  sugges- 
tion because  in  history,  very  few 
foreign  kings  treated  the  Jews  with 
tolerance  or  respect.  In  312  BCE, 
Ptolemy  I,  a successor  to  Alexan- 
der the  Great  and  king  of  Egypt 
at  that  time,  invaded  Judaea  and 
conquered  Jerusalem. 

He  then  enslaved  and  persecuted 
the  Judaeans,  vicious  acts  that 
made  him  a much  hated  monarch. 
However,  his  son,  Ptolemy  II  (285 


to  244  BCE)  treated  his  Jewish 
subjects  very  kindly  and,  according 
to  Josephus,  in  his  Antiquities  of 
the  Jews  (XII,  33),  gave  many  gifts 
of  gold  and  silver  to  the  Temple 
in  Jerusalem  and  even  redeemed 
100,000  Judaean  slaves  in  Egypt 
with  his  own  money.  Ptolemy  II 
also  sponsored  the  translation  of 
the  bible  into  Greek  by  72  Jew- 
ish scholars  in  Alexandria.  This 
became  the  so  called  “Septuagint,” 
the  “Seventy”  and  the  bible  used 
by  later  Jews  and  Christians  who 
did  not  speak  Hebrew. 

It  is  possible  that  Ptolemy  II’s 
generous  behavior  inspired  the 
rabbis  to  write  this  blessing  for 
a gentile  king,  “ Blessed  are  You, 
Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  universe 
Who  has  given  of  his  glory  to  flesh 
and  blood.  ” 

Continued 
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Ptolemy  11  coin  legend:  yhd 


Images  courtesy  CNG 
A quarter-ma  ’ha-obol 
silver  coin  of  Ptolemy 
II,  struck  around  261 
BCE  in  the  province  of 
YEHUD  or  Judah. 

( H end  in  1087) 


Continued 

In  1966,  the  Israeli  author,  S.  Y. 
Agnon,  ended  his  Nobel  Prize  ac- 
ceptance speech  by  bestowing  this 
blessing  on  the  King  of  Sweden 
who  sat  on  the  same  podium  at  the 
ceremony. 

Ptolemy  II  struck  coins  in  Judaea, 
his  province  called  Yehud  (YHD), 
meaning  Judah,  probably  in  a mint 
located  in  Gaza.  Unfortunately,  the 
obverse  of  this  coin  displayed  the 
head  of  Ptolemy  I,  the  oppressor  of 
the  Jews  but  also  the  founder  of  the 
Ptolemaic  dynasty,  and  the  ob- 
verse carried  a pagan  image  of  the 
Ptolemaic  royal  eagle  with  spread 
wings. 

However,  the  inscription  on  the 
reverse,  “J77D,”  is  engraved  with 
the  ancient  paleo-Hebrew  letters, 
commonly  used  for  inscriptions 
in  Judaea  at  that  time.  This  would 
have  been  a compliment  and  an 
honor  to  the  Jewish  residents  of  the 
province. 

An  unusual,  and  rare,  blessing 
called  the  “Berakhot  Hachama  (the 
sun),”  is  recited  for  the  sun.  This 


was  a benediction  recited  by  the 
whole  congregation  when  the  sun 
completed  its  cycle  every  28  years. 

In  Jewish  legends,  when  the  solar 
cycle  is  completed,  the  sun  is  posi- 
tioned exactly  where  it  was  when 
the  world  was  originally  created  by 
the  Lord,  as  described  in  the  bible, 
in  Genesis. 

The  blessing  is,  “ Blessed  are 
You,  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the 
universe  Who  does  the  work  of 
creation.  ” 

Some  of  the  coins  struck  by 
the  Hasmonean  king,  Alexander 
Jannaeus  (104  to  16  BCE)  show 
a globe  with  radiating  rays  on 
their  reverses,  contained  within 
a diadem  wreath.  Most  authori- 
ties say  this  is  a star,  a symbol  of 
monarchy,  and  this  is  the  first  time 
it  appeared  on  Jewish  coins.  It  is 
identified  as  a star  only  because 
it  resembled  the  star  symbol  used 
on  Macedonian  and  other  earlier, 
foreign  coinage  struck  by  kings.  As 
well,  some  scholars  confirm  this 
is  a star  symbol  for  Jewish  royalty 
by  quoting  a verse  in  the  “Song  of 

Continued 
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Diadem  sun  or  star?  Not  sure 


Images  courtesy  CNG 

A bronze  prutah  of  Alexander  Jannaeus,  104  to  76  BCE,  showing  the  star  or  the  sun  in  a 
diadem  wreath,  with  a ship’s  anchor  on  the  reverse.  (Hendin  1150) 


Continued 

Balaam,”  in  the  bible,  Numbers  24: 
1 7,  “ There  shall  come  a star  out  of 
Jacob  and  a scepter  shall  rise  out 
of  Israel.  ” 

However,  in  many  primitive  cul- 
tures, the  spoked  wheel  or  a globe 
with  emanating  rays  was  used  to 
represent  the  sun,  not  a star,  and 
pagan  sun-worshipers  used  this 
symbol  in  their  religious  imagery 
and  on  their  coinage. 

Undoubtedly,  the  sun  was  more 
important  than  the  stars  in  an- 
cient Judaea  because  it  was  used 
it  to  calculate  time  and  dates,  so 
the  wheel-like,  spoked  image  on 
Jannaeus’  coins  may  actually  be 
a solar  symbol.  To  complicate  the 
argument,  we  could  say  that  a star 
is  really  just  a sun  in  our  galaxy, 
and  the  ancient  Jews  may  have 
understood  this. 


Furthermore,  the  last  time  Jews 
recited  the  blessing  for  the  sun  was 
on  April  8,  2009  and  calculating 
backwards  to  the  time  of  Alexander 
Jannaeus,  a solar  cycle  would  have 
ended  in  92  BCE,  1 2 years  after 
Jannaeus  began  his  reign.  This  is 
close  to  the  date  the  star  in  a dia- 
dem coins  began  to  be  struck  on 
his  coinage. 

So  perhaps  Jannaeus,  as  king  and 
high  priest  of  the  Jews,  celebrated 
the  completion  of  the  solar  cycle  in 
that  year,  led  his  people  in  blessing 
the  sun,  and  commemorated  this  on 
his  regnal  coinage  by  showing  the 
sun  within  his  royal  headdress,  the 
wreath. 

If  this  theory,  asserting  it  is  a sun 
symbol,  is  unacceptable  to  collec- 
tors, and  they  insist  that  the  symbol 
on  Jannaeus’  coins  is  really  a star. 

Continued 
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Pomegranates  on  early  shekels 


Images  courtesy  CNG 

A shekel  the  First  Jewish  War,  66-70  CE,  showing  the  Omer  chalice  on  the  obverse  and 
the  budding  pomegranate  branch  on  the  reverse.  (Hendin  1358) 


Continued 

there  is  a blessing  that  mentions 
stars  and  which  this  coin  could 
illustrate.  It  is  recited  for  the  new 
moon  on  Rosh  Chodesh,  (liter- 
ally, head  of  the  month)  the  minor 
festival  marking  the  beginning  of  a 
month,  which  was  based  on  obser- 
vation of  the  moon’s  cycle. 

This  blessing,  called  the  Berak- 
hot  Ha-Chodesh  or  Berahot  Ha- 
Levanah  (the  moon),  is  a lengthy, 
congregational  thanksgiving  for  the 
renewal  of  the  months  and  thereby, 
the  renewal  of  life.  It  is  recited  in 
the  open  air,  facing  the  sky  and 
begins,  “ Blessed  are  You,  Lord  our 
God,  King  of  the  universe  Who 
created  the  skies  by  His  word  and 
the  stars  by  His  command...  ” and 
it  ends  with  “ Blessed  are  You  the 
Lord,  renewer  of  mon  ths.  ” 

The  most  inspirational  blessing 


in  Jewish  liturgy  is  the  “She-He- 
heyanu,”  literally  “kept  us  in  life.” 

It  is  recited  before  performing  a 
mitzvah  for  the  first  time  in  the 
year,  but  also  for  a new  and  unusu- 
al experience,  for  special  festivals, 
and  for  happy  occasions  such  as 
weddings. 

The  wording  of  the  blessing  is 
“ Blessed  are  You,  Lord  our  God, 
King  of  the  universe  Who  has 
kept  us  alive  and  sustained  us  and 
brought  us  to  this  festive  season.  ” 
As  well,  this  benediction  is  recited 
at  the  beginning  of  the  annual, 
three  great  pilgrim  festivals  of 
Pesach  (Passover),  Shavuot  (the 
Feast  of  Weeks),  and  Sukkot  (the 
Feast  of  Tabernacles). 

In  addition,  certain  ceremonies 
were  performed  for  the  first  time  in 
the  year  during  those  pilgrim  holi- 
days, especially  the  donation  of  the 

Continued 
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Temple’s  powerful  imagery 


Images  courtesy  CNG 

A sela  (tetradrachm)  of  the  second  year  of  the  Bar  Kochba  Revolt,  134  CE,  illustrating  several 
blessings  by  showing  the  reconstruction  of  the  Temple,  with  the  lulav  and  etrog  on  the  reverse. 


Continued 

harvest’s  “first  fruits”  (bikkurim  in 
Hebrew)  during  Sukkot,  as  re- 
quired in  the  Bible,  Deuteronomy 
26:  1-11.  This  very  special,  annual 
act  required  that  the  She-Heheyanu 
be  recited. 

During  the  First  Jewish  War 
against  Rome,  66  to  70  CE,  large 
silver  coins,  often  called  shekels, 
were  struck  showing  an  image  of  a 
sacred  vessel  or  chalice  and  a bud- 
ding branch  of  a pomegranate  bush 
on  the  reverse.  The  chalice  is  not 
a drinking  vessel  because  it  has  a 
pearled,  decorated  lip  which  would 
make  drinking  difficult.  However, 
because  it  is  related  to  the  Jewish 
holiday  of  Sukkot,  it  is  believed 
to  be  the  vessel  that  contained  the 
“Omer,”  a measure  of  grain  that 
symbolized  the  first  produce  of  the 
harvest.  If  this  is  correct,  the  vessel 

24 


on  the  coin  can  be  taken  to  repre- 
sent the  She-Heheyanu  blessing 
because  it  was  always  recited  over 
the  “first  fruits.” 

The  reverse  of  the  shekel  rein- 
forces this  “Omer”  concept  by 
showing  budding  pomegranates, 
the  first  fruit  of  that  species.  The 
reverse  legend  is  “JERUSALEM  THE 
HOLY ,”  emphasizing  the  fact  that 
the  items  shown  were  connected  to 
the  Temple  rituals  and  these  would 
be  restored  when  the  Romans  were 
defeated. 

In  Judaism  there  are  hundreds  of 
blessings  covering  almost  every 
action  and  event  in  life,  and  the 
Talmud  contains  an  entire  chapter, 
titled  “ Berachot , ” that  is  devoted 
to  the  benedictions.  As  well,  the 
Talmud  suggested  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  recite  one  hundred  benedictions 

Continued 


Tradition:  wisdom  from  heart 

Continued 


each  day.  With  today’s  lifestyle  this 
may  not  be  practical  but  perhaps 
saying  only  a few  of  the  most  sig- 
nificant blessings  may  be  sufficient 
for  the  required  purpose  of  remem- 
bering the  Lord  and  sanctifying  our 
daily  lives. 

If  this  suggestion  is  acceptable, 
perhaps  only  one  blessing  is  re- 
ally needed,  an  omnibus  type  of 
benediction  that  covers  all  things. 
For  this  purpose,  we  could  adopt 
the  first  of  the  “Seven  Blessings” 
(Sheva  Berakhot)  recited  during 
the  wedding  ceremony.  This  is, 

“j Blessed  are  You,  Lord  our  God, 
King  of  the  universe  Who  created 
all  things  for  his  glory.  ” 

Poetically,  this  is  a simple  but  all 
inclusive  benediction  that  covers 
the  meaning  and  intent  of  many  of 
the  other  blessings. 

There  is  no  ancient  Jewish  coin 
that  directly  illustrates  this  Sheva 
Berakhot.  But  a sela,  (tetradrachm) 
struck  during  the  third  year,  1 34 
CE,  in  the  Bar  Kokhba  Revolt  may 
come  close.  This  coin,  the  most 
beautiful  coin  struck  by  the  ancient 
Jews,  shows  several  of  the  items 
that  usually  required  a blessing, 
such  as  bread,  wine,  the  stars  or 
sun,  and  the  first  fruits. 

The  obverse  design  recognizes 
the  “Glory  of  the  Lord”  mentioned 
in  the  Sheva  blessing,  by  illustrat- 
ing a proposed  reconstruction 
of  the  great  Temple  in  Jerusalem 


which  was  dedicated  to  His  glory. 
Surmounting  it  is  a star  or  sun  sym- 
bol acknowledging  the  blessing  for 
the  sun  or  stars.  Shown  inside  the 
Temple  is  the  Table  of  the  Show- 
bread,  referring  to  the  blessing  over 
bread. 

On  some  of  these  coins,  at  the  top 
of  the  Temple,  a curving  bough  is 
engraved,  supposedly  representing 
a proposed  golden  grape  vine  with 
clusters  of  grapes,  and  this  artifact 
honors  the  blessing  over  the  wine. 
And  finally,  the  reverse  of  the  coin 
displayed  the  lulav  and  etrog,  used 
during  the  Sukkot  festival  and,  as 
mentioned  above  for  other  coins, 
and  this  relates  directly  to  the  She- 
Heheyanu  benediction.  No  other 
Jewish  coin  illustrates  items  related 
to  so  many  of  the  traditional  bene- 
dictions. 

In  Judaism  there  are  benedic- 
tions for  almost  every  oc- 
casion and  if  the  readers  of 
this  essay  about  the  blessings  and 
the  ancient  coins  that  illustrated 
them  have  added  to  their  knowl- 
edge, they  may  wish  to  recall  the 
traditional  blessing  recited  when 
gaining  wisdom  and  understanding 
- “ Blessed  are  You,  Lord  our  God, 
King  of  the  universe  Who  gave  the 
heart  understanding  to  distinguish 
between  day  and  between  night.  ” 

It  should  be  noted  here  that  the 
author  of  this  blessing  followed  the 
Jewish  tradition  by  attributing  wis- 
dom to  the  heart,  not  to  the  head,  nu 
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A.I.N.A.  Marketplace 


The  numismatic  dealers,  companies  and  organizations  listed  below  support 
AINA  and  we  encourage  our  members  to  use  their  services.  Please  mention 
that  you  saw  their  ad  in  The  Shekel  when  you  contact  them.  If  your  company 
would  like  to  support  AINA  and  get  new  clients,  the  cost  for  a Marketplace 
ad  is  only  $200  per  year.  The  cost  for  a full-page  ad  is  just  $750  per  year.  Your 
ad  will  be  seen  by  more  than  1,000  readers  six  times  per  year.  Contact  Mel 
Wacks  at  (818)  225-1348  or  send  an  e-mail  to:  ainapresident@gmail.com 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 

The  Society  of  Israel  Philatelists  is  a nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collecting  of 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  journal,  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6 times  a year. 


CULTURAL 

CHANGE 

irYVISII.  CHRISTIAN. 
AND  ISLAMIC  COINS  OF 
THt  HOLY  LAND 

David  Hendin 


CULTURAL  CHANGE:  American 

Jewish,  Christian  and  Islamic  Numismatic 
Coins  of  the  Holy  Land  Society 

bij  David  Hendin 

isbn-io:  0-89722-319-5 
ISBN-13:  978-0-89722-319-5 

(2011)  6x9  INCHES,  SOFTCOVER.  128  PAGES 
FULL  COLOR  ILLUSTRATIONS  THROUGHOUT 

RETAIL  PRICE:  US  $40  /ANS  MEMBERS  $28  / PLUS  SHIPPING  & HANDLING 


Cultural  Change:  Jewish,  Christian  and  Islamic  Coins 
of  the  Holy  Land  is  a full  color  catalogue  of  the  coins 
featured  in  the  ANS’  acclaimed  temporary  exhibit  of 
the  same  name.  All  coins  are  illustrated  in  full  color, 
with  explanatory  text,  illustrations  of  related  material, 
maps  and  family-trees.  The  volume  serves  as  the  ideal 
introduction  to  the  coinage  of  the  Holy  Land,  as  well  as 

Eroviding  a history  of  the  region  from  the  4th  century 
C to  Crusader  times,  illustrated  by  the  coinage  that 
was  produced  there.  As  such,  it  contains  some  of  the 
earliest  Jewish  coins,  as  well  as  the  earliest  to  bear  overtly 
Christian  symbolism. 


The  coins  contained  in  this  exhibit  are  often  the  finest  examples  of  their  kind  in  existence,  and 
the  text  has  been  written  by  one  of  the  foremost  experts  in  the  field,  so  the  resulting  volume  is 
as  attractive  to  look  at  as  it  is  informative. 


For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/CulturalChange 
or  call  Membership  at  2 1 2-57 1 -4470  ext.  1 1 7 


75  Varick  St.,  fl.  n 
New  York,  NY  10013 

t.  212-571-4470 
f.  212-571-4479 
www.numismatics.org 
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BIBLICAL  COINS 


FIFTH  EDITION 


David  Hendins  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 
the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

Amphora  • P.O.  Box  805  • Nyack,  NY  10960 

AmphoraCoins@aol.com 


^IRA&LARRy^ 

GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 

Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U.S.  Coins  for  our  three 
major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA.  A family  tradition  since  1931. 

350  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  #350  Beverly  Hills,  C A 90212  • (800)978-2646  Fax  (310)  551-2626 

Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  8OI6O-O785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Fax  720-981-5345 

www.rosenblumcoins.com  - bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  world’s  leading  dealer  in  all  aspects  of  Ancient 
Judaea,  Israel,  Palestine  and  Judaica  (including  the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins, 


medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc.  Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors 
of  AINA,  Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY  (TAMS) 

Publishes  a bimonthly  journal,  has  a library  available 
to  members,  and  an  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA. 
TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor  the  Ben  Odesser 
Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  "The  Shekel."  Dues  are 
$25  (U.S.)  and  $30  (non-U. S.).  Send  to  TAMS,  c/o 
Mark  Lighterman,  5224  W.  State  Rd  46,  No.  408, 
Sanford,  FL  32771. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a very  reasonable  cost.  They  have 
produced  medals  for  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  and  are  the  official  minter  for 
the  annual  AINA  medals.  Contact  Vince 
Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800)  544-6135 
and  tell  him  that  you  are  a member  of  AINA 
to  get  a special  deal. 
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Mystery  “Shalom  Coin’’ 


Bill  B.  writes: 

I am  trying  to  determine  who  is- 
sued this  token,  when  it  was  issued, 
and  for  what  purpose?  It  appears 
to  be  made  of  aluminum,  measures 
14.4mm  in  diameter,  is  1.5  mil- 
limeters in  thickness,  and  weighs 
0.76  grams. 

It  mimics  the  1 -agora  coins  is- 
sued by  Israel  from  1960-1980, 
but  the  Shalom  inscription,  and 
what  I believe  is  an  Olive  Branch, 
makes  me  think  that  it  is  some  kind 
of  wish  for  or  commemorative  of 
peace. 

Israel  Numismatic  Expert  Bill 
Rosenblum  writes: 

“Interesting  little  piece.  I’ve  seen 
a similar  piece  a few  times  but  un- 
fortunately can’t  remember  where 
or  when.  I think  the  ones  I saw 
were  made  from  a regular  1 -Agora 
coins  but  frankly  it  didn’t  make  a 
big  impression  on  me. 

When  I saw  your  picture  I 
thought  perhaps  it  was  hand  made 
out  of  a regular  1 -Agora  from  the 
1960s- 1970s  but  the  weight  and 
size  make  that  highly  unlikely. 

Does  the  token  look  like  it’s  been 
“worked  on”? 

There  is  an  aluminum  5-agorot 
coin  from  1976  to  1979  which  is 
more  or  less  the  right  size  but  obvi- 
ously it  would  have  taken  quite 
a bit  of  time  and  effort.  If  your 
“coin”  is  mass  produced  than  I am 
a loss  because  it  would  seem  likely 
that  I would  have  seen  at  least  a 


Israel  undated  1 -agora  coin  specimen  has 
scalloped  edged  and  measures  20  millime- 
ters in  diameter. 

few  examples  of  the  piece  - unless 
this  is  a recently  made  piece.  Have 
you  had  it  for  awhile? 

I hope  you  find  out  something 
about  this  and  I’ll  try  to  do  some 
more  research.  If  you  do  find  the 
source  of  this  I would  be  thankful  if 
you  let  me  know.” 

Anyone  with  further  information 
on  this  “Shalom  Coin”  is  invited 
to  write  to  Mel  Wacks,  AINA,  P.O. 
Box  20255,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ 
85269  or  email  ainapresident@ 
gmail.com. 

If  we  are  able  to  solve  this  mys- 
tery, the  solution  will  appear  in  a 
future  issue  of  The  Shekel,  mi 
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At  last  there  is  a coin  dealer  in  the  USA  that  will 
help  you  acquire  new  silver  and  gold  coins,  and 
medals  from  Israel—  officially  issued  by  the  Bank 
of  Israel  and  the  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corp. 


Modem  Coin  Wholesale  offers  you  low  prices, 
complimented  by  fast  and  friendly  service. 

C-W 

Modern  Coin  Wholesale 

You  are  invited  to  call  (855)  907-2646,  email 
sales@moderncoinwholesale.com,  visit 
www.moderncoinwholesale.com,  or  write  to 
us  at  Modern  Coin  Wholesale,  Post  Office  Box 
110159,  Lakewood  Ranch,  FL  34211.  Please 
indicate  that  you  saw  this  ad  in  The  Shekel. 
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Kindred 

souls 


The  remarkable  friendship  of 
Hawaii's  King  David  Kalakaua  I and 
Elijah  Abraham  Rosenberg, 

By  Andrew  perala 


The  year:  1 887,  of  an  era 
when  Judaism  and  indig- 
enous cultures  were  both 
targets  of  scorn.  Anti-Semitism  and 
low  regard  for  “natives”  were  consid- 
ered acceptable  viewpoints  bandied 
casually  in  newspaper  columns  as 
well  as  in  the  smoky  backrooms  of 
late  19th-century  political  wheelers 
and  dealers. 

Escaping,  if  only  for  a few  months, 
the  stultifying  confines  of  a world 


caught  in  Victorian  mores  and  a 
belief  in  the  absolute  rightness  of 
Christianity,  the  king  of  Hawai’i 
and  an  elderly  Jewish  man  from  San 
Francisco  became  friends,  and  spent 
many  hours  together. 

A Sefer  Torah  and  silver  Pointer 
were  Elijah  Abraham  Rosenberg’s 
parting  gifts  to  King  David  Kalakaua 
E They  are  preserved  today  in  Ho- 
nolulu’s Temple  Emanu-El,  given  to 

Continued  on  Page  30 
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King’s  coins  issued  only  in  1883 


Images  courtesy  Goldberg’s  Auctions 

The  finest  known  example  of  an  1883  Hawaii  silver  dollar,  graded  Mint  State  68  by 
NGC,  sold  for  $250,000  in  2012.  The  obverse  features  the  portrait  of  King  David  Kal- 
akaua  I (1874  to  1891);  the  reverse,  the  royal  coat  of  arms  and  the  Hawaiian  legend  “Ua 
man  ke  ea  o ka  aina  i ka  pono  ” (“The  life  of  the  land  is  established  in  righteousness.  ”) 


Hawaiian  ‘aina’  important 


Readers  of  The  Shekel  will  note 
in  the  legend  for  the  Hawaiian  sil- 
ver dollar,  shown  above,  the  use  of 
the  Hawaiian  word  “aina,”  which 
generally  is  interpreted  as  “land.” 

But  as  with  the  words  “aloha” 
and  “shalom,”  the  English  transla- 
tion for  “aina”  fails  to  fully  capture 
the  depths  of  meaning  in  “aina.” 
Aina  also  implies  an  attachment, 
sacred  and  historic,  to  the  land. 

For  a people  who  were  masters  of 
open-ocean  navigation  centuries 
before  any  other,  this  makes  sense. 

Of  the  mintage  of  499,974  for  the 
1 883  Hawaii  dollar  coin  (the  only 
year  the  $ 1 - and  1 0-,  25-  and  50- 
cent  coins  were  issued),  most  were 
melted  in  1900  when  the  United 
States  government  proclaimed  Ha- 
waii to  be  a U.S.  territory.  That  is 


one  reason  why  auction  prices  are 
so  high  for  independently  graded 
high-quality  coins. 

The  $250,000  price  realized  at 
Goldberg’s  2012  pre-Long  Beach 
auction  for  this  particular  NGC- 
graded  Mint  State  68  example 
surpassed  the  coin’s  inaugural  auc- 
tion appearance  and  price  realized 
in  2006.  In  that  memorable  auction, 
conducted  by  Doyle  New  York  for 
the  heirs  of  Samuel  Mills  Damon 
( 1 845  to  1 924)  the  coin  realized 
$192,000.  Damon  was  the  execu- 
tor of  the  Bernice  Pauahi  Bishop 
estate  and  owner  of  what  is  today 
the  First  Hawaiian  Bank  and  had 
set  aside  U.S.,  Hawaiian,  and  world 
coins  in  a Honolulu  safety  deposit 
box  in  1 892  where  they  stayed  until 
public  disclosure  in  2005. 
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Kalakaua,  Rosenberg  "talk story" 


Photo  courtesy  Hawaii  State  Archives 

‘Io/ani  Palace,  built  by  King  David  Kalakaua  I,  on  Annexation  Day,  the  day  the  United 
States  government  took  over  the  Republic  of  Hawaii,  Aug.  12,  1898. 


Continued 

the  city’s  Jewish  community,  decades 
after  both  men  had  passed  on,  by  the 
Hawaiian  descendants  of  Kalakaua. 

There  are  no  known  records  of  how 
Rosenberg,  who  arrived  in  Honolulu 
sometime  in  1886,  and  King  Kal- 
akaua first  met,  or  when  they  realized 
they  enjoyed  each  other’s  company. 
Little  of  Rosenberg’s  background  is 
known  in  detail.  Even  his  actual  age 
is  uncertain,  though  he  is  described 
as  older,  perhaps  in  his  ‘80s,  with  a 
long  white  beard. 

Rosenberg  is  believed  to  have  bom 
in  Germany  and  was  a resident  of 
San  Francisco  making  a living  selling 
lottery  tickets,  prior  to  arriving  on  the 
shores  of  Honolulu. 

Soon  after  arrival,  he  claimed  he 


was  a Rabbi,  and  he  told  a newspaper 
reporter  that  shortly  after  his  arrival 
in  Honolulu,  he  had  lost  a letter  from 
Queen  Victoria  commending  him. 

But  his  name  does  not  appear  on  of- 
ficial lists  of  Rabbis. 

Public  records  are  not  even  cer- 
tain about  Rosenberg’s  first  name.  A 
1938  article  in  the  Canadian  Jewish 
Chronicle  says  he  is  Israel  Rosen- 
berg. The  Hawaii  State  Archives  list 
him  as  Elijah  Abraham  Rosenberg, 
and  Honolulu’s  Temple  Emanu-El 
has  his  name  listed  as  Elias  Abraham 
Rosenberg. 

“Some  people  say  (Rosenberg)  was 
a Rabbi,  but  it  was  really  unknown,” 
says  UH-Manoa  historian  and 
professor  Robert  Littman,”  accord- 

Continued 
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ROSENBERG’S  GIFTS  PRESERVED  TODAY 


Photo  courtesy  Hawaii  State  Archives 
A silver  Pointer  of  Elijah  Abraham 
Rosenberg,  right,  and  a Torah  were 
gifts  he  left  with  King  David  Kal- 
akatta  I when  he  moved  back  to  San 
Francisco  in  the  spring  of  1887. 


Continued 

ing  to  a 2012  article,  “The  Origins  of 
Shaloha  - A brief  history  of  Jews  in 
Hawaii”  by  Matthew  Kain. 

Kain  reports  that  “while  Kalakaua 
was  amused  by  the  chants  and  even 
took  lessons  in  Hebrew  from  his  new 
sage,  many  of  the  King’s  advisors 
viewed  Rosenberg  as  somewhat  of 
an  opportunistic  pest,  perhaps  even  a 
con  artist  of  sorts. 

“We  do  know  he  was  a fortune 
teller  and  sold  lottery  tickets  (in  San 
Francisco),”  said  Littman.  “But  he 
seems  to  have  been  well-learned  in 
Hebrew,  the  Bible  and  Jewish  law.” 

What  is  known  are  the  almost 
daily  meetings  between  Kalakaua 
and  Rosenberg  that  began  in  late 
1886  and  continued  through  January 


and  February  1887.  Resentment  of 
Rosenberg’s  influence  on  Kalakaua 
arose  only  from  those  in  his  court, 
who  were  veterans  at  in-fighting. 

But  to  local  residents  who  knew  of 
the  meetings,  the  king  and  his  friend 
were  just  “talking  story,”  a self-ex- 
planatory term  used  widely  then  and 
today  in  the  argot  of  Hawaiian  Pidgin 
English. 

Rosenberg  gave  the  king,  an  ama- 
teur linguist,  Hebrew  lessons,  chant- 
ed from  Judaic  rites,  told  him  stories 
from  the  bible  and  the  Torah. 

Rosenberg  also  had  a more  pa- 
rochial knack:  casting  fortunes,  for 
being  a “soothsayer,”  and  this  talent 
the  king  found  fascinating,  according 
to  contemporary  newspaper  accounts 

Continued 
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KALAKAUAA  KING 

Continued 

of  their  budding  friendship. 

Kalakaua,  in  turn,  was  not  the 
native  bumpkin  that  many  contem- 
porary (and  even  some  modem) 
accounts  describe.  He  had  been  edu- 
cated in  the  kingdom’s  royal  school 
by  private  tutors  hired  from  the  U.S. 
mainland  to  teach  royal  descendants. 
Kalakaua  had  served  in  the  courts 
of  his  two  predecessors.  He  had 
travelled  extensively,  including  an 
around-the-world  voyage  following 
his  coronation  in  1881. 

As  the  Honolulu  Advertiser  de- 
scribed Kalakaua  in  2006:  “(he)  was 
a ruler  with  a global  understanding 
and  a keen  sense  of  public  relations 
...  educated,  savvy  and  comfortable 
with  Hawaiian  and  Western  cultures, 
(Kalakaua)  had  early  on  become 
the  first  Hawaiian  king  to  visit  the 
United  States,  and  he  saw  to  it  that 
he  was  received  in  an  appropriately 
royal  way  ...  personally,  the  king  was 
as  proper  and  regal  in  high  social 
settings  as  he  was  welcome  among 
Honolulu’s  bawdy  elements.” 

This  public  mix  of  the  extremes  of 
society  endeared  the  king  to  the  vast 
majority  of  his  subjects. 

Nearly  all  of  his  subjects  were  not 
members  of  a new,  monied  class 
growing  more  influential  every  year. 
This  wealthier  class  developed  from 
an  1 848  major  land  (The  Great 
Mahele)  that  redistributed  all  lands 
among  the  royal  family,  lesser  chiefs, 
and  the  government  which  would 


OF  THE  PEOPLE 

then  disperse  the  lands  to  the  com- 
moners. The  Mahele  was  followed  in 
1 850  by  the  Kuleana  Act  which  al- 
lowed fee  simple  ownership  of  land. 
This  is  the  gateway  that  allowed 
future  sugar-plantation  owners  to 
acquire  huge  tracts  of  land  at  below- 
market  prices. 

As  the  offspring  of  the  original 
missionaries  came  into  their  own, 
rose  in  wealth,  their  influence  and  ac- 
tions would  forever  alter  the  history 
of  the  islands. 

Discovered  by  the  Western  world 
in  1778  when  Capt.  James  Cook 
first  made  landfall,  Hawaii  soon  was 
swarmed  by  whalers,  missionaries, 
entrepreneurs  and  adventurers  of  all 
stripes  who  sailed  to  the  islands  in 
hopes  of  changing  their  fortunes,  or 
those  of  the  world. 

Some  succeeded  in  improving  their 
lives.  Most  did  not. 

As  James  Michener  wrote  in  his 
1959  novel  Hawaii , referring  to  the 
“Big  Five”  - the  most  financially  suc- 
cessful descendants  of  the  original 
Calvinist  missionaries: 

“In  later  years,  it  would  become 
fashionable  to  say  of  the  missionar- 
ies, ‘They  came  to  the  islands  to  do 
good,  and  they  did  right  well.’  Others 
made  jest  of  the  missionary  slogan, 
‘They  came  to  a nation  in  darkness; 
they  left  it  in  light,  by  pointing  out: 
‘Of  course  they  left  Hawaii  lighter. 
They  stole  every  — damned  thing 
that  wasn’t  nailed  down.’  ” 

Continued 
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Kalakaua's  legacy  mixed  but  lives  on 


Photo  courtesy  Hawaii  State  Archives 
Above:  In  1920,  England's  Prince  of  Wales  visited 
Hawaii,  and  met  with  Abigail  Kawananakoa,  a 
direct  descendant  of  King  David  Kalakaua  I.  She 
inherited  Kalakaua  s Pointer  and  frequently  lent 
it  to  Honolulu  s Jewish  comunitv  for  services.  Her 
heirs  gave  them  to  Temple  Emanu- El  in  1959. 

At  right:  Tokens  used  at  sugar  plantations  are 
a popular  collectible  with  numismatists.  Maui  s 
Haiku  plantation  token  features  palm  trees  and  1 
rial,  based  on  the  Spanish  real  coin  denonimation. 


Continued 

Cynicism  aside,  there  were  many 
instances  of  new  arrivals  as  well  as 
established  entrepreneurs  taking  full 
advantage  of  the  kinks  and  cul-de- 
sacs  of  a fledgling  nation’s  flounder- 
ing financial  and  political  bureau- 
cracies. In  Kalakaua’s  less  brilliant 
moments,  opium  dens  were  licensed, 
corrupt  lotteries  run  with  impunity. 

Some  who  took  full  advantage  of 
Kingdom  included  men  like  future 
Maui  sugar  magnate  Claus  Spreck- 
els,  who  reportedly  manipulated  his 
license  to  negotiate  the  minting  and 
delivery  of  the  kingdom’s  1883  silver 
coinage  (all  struck  at  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Mint). 

Spreckels  purportedly  debased  the 


coinage  silver  from  the  U.S.  standard 
.900  fine  silver  to  .830  fine,  pocket- 
ing more  than  $ 1 50,000  in  the  differ- 
ence. 

Yet,  amongst  the  charlatans,  huck- 
sters and  carpetbaggers,  there  was  a 
vastly  larger  majority,  immigrants 
all,  who  lacking  in  felony  intent, 
were  just  trying  to  make  a new  start 
- sugarcane  workers  from  China, 
Japan  and  the  Philippines,  cowboys 
from  Portugal,  as  well  as  individuals 
like  Mark  Twain  who  landed  in  Ho- 
nolulu in  1866  to  explore  the  island 
chain’s  exotic  opportunities. 

Like  the  famous  American  author, 
Elijah  Abraham  Rosenberg  was  an- 
other visitor  who  arrived  to  explore 

Continued 
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Kings  big  troubles  in  “paradise 


Continued 

the  exotic  tropical  nation  with  its 
boundless  possibilities. 

But  all  was  not  well  in  paradise. 
Rosenberg  and  Kalakaua  became 
friends  at  a particularly  critical  time 
in  Hawaiian  history.  Their  meetings 
at  Iolani  Palace  were  unusual  in  a 
very  specific  sense. 

At  the  time,  Tolani  Palace,  the 
titular  home  of  Hawaii’s  royal  family, 
was  the  first  seat  of  government  on 
earth  to  have  electric  lights  - well 
before  the  White  House  or  Bucking- 
ham Palace. 

Yet,  this  advance  was  set  against 
a backdrop  of  decades  of  gradual 
whittling  away  of  royal  powers  by 
newly  rich  plantation  owners.  And 
Kalakaua  sought  the  company  of 
men  who  were  more  to  his  liking:  the 
drinkers  and  gamblers,  as  well  as  the 
learned  and  the  explorers;  men  like 
Rosenberg. 

The  anti-monarchist  forces  in  Ha- 
waii, themselves  nearly  all  descen- 
dants of  the  missionaries,  found  in 
Kalakaua  a leader  who  resisted  their 
attempts  to  diminish  the  king’s  pow- 
ers. Kalakaua  actively  despised  the 
social  restrictions  the  missionaries 
had  deluded  previous  kings  to  place 
on  Hawaiians. 

Since  their  arrival  in  the  1 820s, 
and  in  many  cases  continuing  into 
Kalakaua’s  reign,  the  missionaries 
had  banned  the  use  of  the  Hawai- 
ian language,  traditional  chants,  the 
hula  and  the  wearing  of  grass  skirts, 


among  many  other  proscriptions 
against  “paganism.” 

Kalakaua  and  his  wife,  the  highly 
regarded  Queen  Kapi’olani,  fre- 
quently travelled  between  the  islands 
to  keep  in  touch  with  the  “kanaka 
maoli”  - the  commoners  - that  they, 
as  members  of  the  privileged  ali’i 
class,  were  obligated  to  take  care  of 
and  support. 

Kalakaua’s  determination  to  restore 
the  Hawaiian  language  include 
his  writing  of  the  kingdom’s  1 883 
silver  coinage’s  dominant  legend 
(and  today’s  Hawaii  state  motto) 
UAMAUKEEA  OKAAINAIKA 
PONO  (THE  LIFE  OF  THE  LAND 
IS  ESTABLISHED  IN  RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS). 

Kalakaua’s  growing  support  for  an- 
cient traditions  resulted  in  a Hawai- 
ian revival  that  rejected  not  only  the 
stem  edicts  of  Christian  missionaries 
but  also  flouted  the  business  interests 
of  the  growing  class  of  plantation 
owners. 

By  sparking  the  eventual  salvation 
of  Hawaiian  traditions  and  language, 
Kalakaua  in  turn  became  a catalyst 
for  the  burbling  turmoil  that  had  been 
building  for  decades.  This  political 
ferment  ultimately  manipulated  the 
Hawaiian  kingdom’s  downfall. 

Kalakaua  would  be  the  last  king  of 
Hawaii,  and  his  successor,  his  sister 
Queen  Lilioukalani,  the  last  Hawai- 
ian monarch  when  the  monarchy  was 
overthrown  in  1 892. 
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KAMEHAMEHA  I FOUNDED  KINGDOM 


Photos  courtesy  Heritage  Auctions 

The  1928  U.S.  Commemorative  50-cent  coin  is  one  of  the  rarer  comments  with  only  10,008  dis- 
tributed At  $2  each,  the  price  was  the  highest  for  a U.S.  comment  at  the  time.  The  obverse,  above 
left,  has  the  portrait  ofCapt.  James  Cook  facing  left.  The  reverse,  above  right,  depicts  the  unifier 
of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  Kamemameha  the  Great  (c  1758  to  1819)  with  Oahu’s  Diamondhead 
peak  in  the  background.  The  May  1795  battle  for  Nuuanu  Valley  on  Oahu  was  the  site  of  Kame- 
hamehcTs  greatest  victory.  The  island  chain  was  formally  declared  a kingdom  in  1810. 


Continued 

By  mid- 1887,  the  plantation  own- 
ers had  formed  the  Group  of  Thir- 
teen, which  also  became  known  as 
the  Reform  Party  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Hawaii.  They  suborned  the  small 
contingent  of  royal  guards,  the  Ho- 
nolulu Rifles,  and  forced  Kalakaua 
to  agree  to  a rewritten  Constitution 
that  both  diminished  his  powers  and 
granted  much  greater  political  control 
to  the  plantation  owners. 

Their  plan  would  be  put  into  action 
in  June  and  July  1 887. 

Feeding  this  atmosphere  of  fear 
and  distrust  were  numerous  contem- 
porary newspaper  accounts  that  cast 
aspersions  on  Rosenberg. 

While  Rosenberg  was  housed 
at  ‘Iolani  Palace,  local  newspaper 


columns  treated  Rosenberg  shab- 
bily, calling  him  with  the  diminutive 
names  (and  ones  he  quite  appar- 
ently did  not  choose  to  call  himself) 
“Rosie”  and  “Holy  Moses”  and  mak- 
ing reference  to  his  long  white  beard 
as  though  it  were  something  from 
another  planet. 

It  is  apparent  today  that  those  old 
newspaper  columns  ( news  and  opin- 
ion were  often  hard  to  distinguish  at 
this  stage  of  the  evolution  of  Ameri- 
can journalism)  were  also  concerned 
with  Rosenberg’s  growing  influence 
with  Kalakaua. 

It  is  known  that  within  weeks  of 
meeting  Kalakaua,  Rosenberg  had 
been  given  the  official  title  “kahuna- 
kilokilo,”  or  royal  fortune-teller, 
along  with  a well-furnished  apart- 
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Rosenberg  receives  gold  medal 


Continued 

ment  in  ‘Iolani  Palace.  He  soon  also 
gained  a much-coveted  patronage 
post  as  a Customs  Inspector  at  the 
Port  of  Honolulu. 

But  a local  man  complained  bit- 
terly when  he  lost  his  job  to  Rosen- 
berg. Then  Rosenberg  lost  his  job, 
only  to  gain  another  position  created 
for  him  by  Kalakaua. 

Given  Rosenberg’s  ability  to  “fore- 
see” the  future,  a skill  that  modem 
historians  have  ascribed  in  part  to 
his  apparent  actual  ability  to  “read” 
the  political  currents  of  the  time,  and 
avoid  crises  headed  his  way,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  Rosenberg  left  Hono- 
lulu for  San  Francisco  three  weeks 
before  the  “Bayonet  Constitution” 
stripped  Kalakaua  of  much  of  his 
royal  influence. 

As  departing  gifts,  the  king  gave 
Rosenberg  a gold  medal,  an  ins- 
scibed  bowl  and  $260  in  cash.  The 
medal  and  bowl  have  disappeared. 

Kalakaua  died  in  1891  while  seek- 
ing medical  treatment  in  San  Francis- 
co. His  sister  Liliuokalani  assumed 
the  throne. 

Wildly  popular  with  Hawaiians, 
Queen  Liliuokalani  wrote  many 
songs  for  hula,  as  well  as  the  globally 
known  “Aloha  Oe”  written  during 
her  house  arrest  after  the  overthrow 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Flawaii  in  January 
1893. 

Engineered  by  the  same  cabal  of 
white  businessmen  who  had  forced 
the  Bayonet  Constitution  on  King 
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The  tombstone  of  Elias 
(Elijah)  Rosenberg  in 
Colma,  California. 

Kalakaua,  the  plantation  owners 
drummed  up  a false  fear  of  a native 
Hawaiian  uprising.  They  tricked  the 
commander  of  a company  of  U.S. 
marines  to  storm  ashore  and  place 
Queen  Liliuokalani  under  house 
arrest.  This  “paradise  putsch”  al- 
lowed the  white  businessmen  to 
create  the  Republic  of  Hawaii  and, 
ultimately,  hand  over  Hawaii  to  the 
U.S.  in  1898.  The  Territory  of  Hawaii 
became  the  50th  state  of  the  U.S.  on 
Aug.  21,  1959. 

Of  Elijah  Abraham  Rosenberg, 
little  is  known  of  his  life  after  leaving 
Hawaii  for  San  Francisco.  He  died 
a few  months  later,  on  July  10,  1887 
and  was  buried  in  a Colma,  Cal., 
Rosenberg  may  have  drifted  at  the 
time  into  obscurity,  but  the  experi- 
ences he  shared  with  Kalakaua,  a 
lonely  king  and  a lone  Jew  enjoy- 
ing each  other’s  learned  company, 
created  a friendship  and  a bond  that 
lasted  beyond  their  lives,  mi 


The  giant  contribution  of  Lithuania's 

VIKTORAS  BARNAUSKAS  TO  U.S.  COIN  DESIGN 

By  Howard  Berlin 


The  ubiquitous  copper- 
clad  coin  with  the  por- 
trait of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln on  the  obverse  celebrated 
its  100th  anniversary  in  2009. 
Of  all  United  States  coins,  this 
design  has  the  longest  tenure 
in  the  history  of  the  U.S.  Mint. 
First  minted  in  1909,  44  years 
after  Lincoln  was  assassinated, 
the  subject  for  the  cent’s  de- 
sign was  proposed  by  President 
Teddy  Roosevelt. 

It  was  a Litvak,  the  Yiddish 
word  for  a Lithuanian  Jew,  that 


Roosevelt  chose  who  would 
design  the  new  coin.  The  Lit- 
vak was  Viktoras  Barnauskas, 
who  was  born  June  12,  1871 

•w 

in  Siauliai,  Lithuania.  It  was 
from  his  father  that  he  learned 
his  trade  of  stone  cutting  and 
seal  engraving.  He  became 
quite  proficient  and  one  day 
undercover  police  came  to  his 
father’s  shop  and  asked  him  to 
duplicate  a seal  that  was  limit- 
ed to  employees  of  the  Imperial 
Government’s  engraving  of- 
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Longest-lived  U.S.  coin  design 


Obverse  (left)  and  reverse  of  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  “wheat  ” cent  showing  Victor  David 
Brenner  s initials  at  the  bottom  between  the  wheat  ear  stalks;  the  initials  were  removed 
on  Lincoln  cents  minted  between  August  1909  and  1918. 


Continued 

fice  — a treasonous  offense  for 
which  Barnauskas  was  jailed 
after  making  a perfect  copy. 

However,  he  was  helped  by 
friends  to  escape  and  he  emi- 
grated to  New  York  in  1 890. 

To  further  master  his  trade,  he 
studied  in  Paris  at  the  Acade- 
mic Julian  in  1898,  and  also 
studied  at  New  York’s  Cooper 
Union  at  night. 

The  Litvak,  once  known  as 
Viktoras  Barnauskas,  now 
became  the  American  Victor 
David  Brenner,  and  in  time  he 
become  one  of  the  nation’s  top 
medalists. 

Even  President  Roosevelt  was 
familiar  with  Brenner’s  talents, 
having  earlier  posed  for  him. 
For  the  centennial  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln’s  birth,  Roosevelt 


ordered  a new  penny  design 
with  the  portrait  of  Lincoln  that 
would  replace  the  Indian  Head 
cent  in  1 909. 

Because  Roosevelt  was  im- 
pressed with  an  earlier  bas- 
relief  of  Lincoln’s  head  by 
Brenner  that  was  based  on  an 
old  Civil  War  photograph,  he 
then  commissioned  Brenner 
to  design  the  new  penny  with 
Lincoln’s  portrait. 

However,  Charles  E.  Barber, 
then  the  chief  engraver  at  the 
U.S.  Mint  and  designer  of  the 
entire  “Barber,”  or  Liberty 
Head  series  of  coins  of  that  era, 
felt  that  Roosevelt’s  selection 
of  Brenner  was  a snub  of  him. 

Following  the  custom  of 
many  of  Europe’s  designers 
of  coins,  Brenner  included  his 
entire  last  name  as  part  of  the 
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iconic  image  inspired  by  photo 


Above  left , a uniface  bronze  plaque  by  Victor  David  Brenner,  67x  89  mm,  of  U.S.  presi- 
dent Abraham  Lincoln  that  sold  for  $805  in  a 2011  Heritage  Auctions  sale.  (Image 
courtesy  Heritage  Auctions.)  Above  right,  the  photo  of  Lincoln  by  photographer  An- 
thony Berger  at  Mathew  Brady  ’s  studion  taken  in  1864.  This  is  the  image  the  Library  of 
Congress  credits  as  the  inspiration  for  Victor  David  Brenner's  iconic  sculpture  of  Lincoln 
used  on  the  U.S.  cent  since  1909.  (Photo  courtesy  United  States  Library  of  Congress) 


Continued 

reverse  design  when  he  submit- 
ted his  model. 

The  Director  of  the  U.S. 

Mint,  Frank  A.  Leach,  asked 
Brenner  to  change  this,  simply 
to  his  initials  “V.D.B.”  in  keep- 
ing with  the  precedent  estab- 
lished by  James  B.  Longacre 
who  had  designed  many  of  the 
19th-century  U.S.  coins. 

The  well-known  “V.D.B.” 
initials  were  then  placed  on  the 
coin’s  reverse  at  the  bottom 
between  the  wheat  ear  stalks. 

However,  when  the  respective 
1909  and  1909-S  Lincoln  cents 


from  the  Philadelphia  and  San 
Francisco  mints  were  released 
into  circulation,  there  was 
much  criticism  that  Brenner’s 
initials  were  too  prominent 
(although  incorporation  of  the 
designer’s  initials  into  a U.S. 
coin  design  is  now  common- 
place). 

In  August  of  that  year,  pro- 
duction of  the  1909  and  1909-S 
Lincoln  pennies  continued,  but 
without  Brenner’s  “V.D.B.” 
initials  via  the  help  of  Barber’s 
engraving  tool. 

But  Brenner  was  not  aware  of 
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1909  Critics  decried  v.d.b.  credit 


Close  up  views  of  Victor  David  Brenner  s initials  as 
they  initially  appeared  on  the  reverse  of  the  I909-S 
Lincoln  cent,  top;  and,  above,  Brenner’s  initials  on  a 
2007  Lincoln  cent  with  his  initials  in  smaller  letters 
above  the  rim  and  at  the  base  of  Lincoln  s right  shoul- 
der, where  they  have  been  since  1918. 

Above,  right:  The  reverse  of  the  2009  A.l.N.A. 
medal  honoring  Brenner.  At  right:  The  obverse  of  the 
A.l.N.A.  annual  medal.  The  design  of  the  “VDB  ” side 
is  by  Mel  Wacks;  design  of  AINA  logo  by  Nat  Sobel. 
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this  change  until  he  was  asked 
about  it  by  newspaper  report- 
ers. 

As  such,  the  1909-S  V.D.B. 
with  a mintage  of  just  484,000, 
compared  with  28.5  million  of 
the  1909  V.D.B.  coins,  is  the 
lowest  of  the  entire  Lincoln 
cent  series. 

Shortly  after  Barber’s  retire- 
ment from  the  Mint,  Brenner’s 
initials  were  returned  to  the 
coin’s  design  in  1918. 

But  this  time  they  were 
placed  on  the  obverse  in  small 
letters  above  the  rim  just  below 
Lincoln’s  shoulder,  as  they  are 
still  today. 


Despite  a few  changes  in  the 
penny’s  reverse  design,  the 
bond  between  the  Litvak  and 
Lincoln  remains  unchanged  for 
more  than  100  years. 

Brenner  died  at  New  York’s 
Montefiore  Hospital  on  April 
5,  1924  and  is  buried  at  Mount 
Judah  Cemetery  in  the  Ridge- 
wood section  of  the  Borough  of 
Queens. 

There  is  a small  exhibit  about 
Brenner,  which  is  part  of  a 
larger  numismatic,  military,  and 
philatelic  exhibit  at  the  Bal- 
zekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture  near  Chicago’s  Midway 
International  Airport,  nil 
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Honoring 
GederXs  founding 


By  Dr.  Vladimir  Bernshtam 


In  2004,  Israel  celebrated  120 
years  since  the  founding  of 
the  town  Gedera.  In  honor 
of  this  event  a special  medal  was 
made  in  the  city  of  Kharkov  in 
Ukraine.  What  is  the  relationship 
between  Gedara  and  Kharkov? 

The  Shekel  has  featured  a story 
about  the  Zionist  organization 
of  Jewish  students,  Bilu  [Nahum 
Gutman,  Dr.  Chaim  Chissin  - Bilu 
Pioneer,  “The  Shekel”  v.XLII,  No. 
3,  pp.  12-15,2009.] 

Bilu  was  founded  in  Kharkov  in 
1882.  This  organization,  headed  by 


Israel  Belkind,  united  together  up 
to  500  members. 

In  Bilu,  there  were  two  groups 
of  Bilu’im:  the  first  insisted  on  the 
immediate  resettlement  of  Eretz 
Israel,  the  other  felt  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  begin  the  resettlement 
while  Turkey  did  not  give  political 
rights  to  Jews.  This  second  part  of 
Bilu’im  travelled  to  Istanbul  in  an 
attempt  to  carry  out  political  activi- 
ties. 

In  July  1882,  a team  of  14  people 
(seven  from  Kharkov  and  seven 
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Medal  honors  120th  anniversary 


Image  courtesy  Vladimir  Bernshtam 

A uniface  medal  honors  the  120th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Gedara  in  Israel. 


Continued 

from  Moscow),  headed  by  Belkind, 
arrived  in  Palestine.  They  settled  in 
the  municipality  of  Jaffa  in  the  ag- 
ricultural school  “Mikveh  Israel.” 

A writer  named  I.  M.  Pines 
became  the  head  of  Bilu’im.  In 
Istanbul  the  Bilu’im  were  disap- 
pointed with  the  results  of  their 
political  efforts,  and  in  1884  they 
also  travelled  to  Palestine. 

Pines  purchased  3300  dunums  of 
land  near  the  Arab  village  of  Katra. 
Here,  in  December  1 884,  arose  the 
settlement  Gedera,  where  the  ma- 
jority of  Bilu’im  moved  and  began 
the  production  of  wine  and  brandy. 

The  scenic  photo  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  story  shows  the  village 
of  Gedera  in  the  late  19th  century. 
[Israel  National  Photo  Collection]. 


The  year  2004  marked  the  1 20th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
Gedera.  On  that  date,  in  Kharkov, 
the  organization  “Tarbut  LAAM” 
on  the  initiative  of  its  chairman 
Grigory  Dubovis  issued  a com- 
memorative medal  (please  see 
above). 

The  people  of  Kharkov  requested 
that  200  copies  of  the  medal  were 
to  be  made  in  a Lugansk  company, 
“Columbus,”  (the  reverse  side  of 
the  medal  has  a sticker  label  with 
the  logo  of  the  company).  The 
medal  was  placed  in  a special  box. 

This  medal  was  awarded  to  orga- 
nizers of  the  seminar  commemo- 
rating the  1 20th  Anniversary  of 
Gedera,  which  took  place  on  Dec. 
21,  2004  at  the  Museum  of  Bilu’im 
History  in  Gedera.  [ID 
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Aharon  Shevo: 
Depth  in  design 


By  Mel  Wacks 


Au 

haron  Shevo  (Schwartz)  was 
bom  in  the  town  of  Hajduboszor- 
many  in  Hungary  in  1943.  He  stud- 
ied in  New  York  City  at  the  School 
of  Visual  Art  and  graduated  from 
the  Bezalel  Art  School  in  Jerusalem. 

Today,  Aharon  lives  and  works  in 
Bet  Gamliel,  a religious  moshav  in 
central  Israel.  This  moshav  was  es- 
tablished in  1949  by  Holocaust  sur- 
vivors from  Romania,  Czechoslova- 
kia, Hungary  and  North  Africa. 

The  moshavim  are  similar  to  kib- 
butzim with  an  emphasis  on  com- 
munity labor.  They  were  designed 
as  part  of  the  Zionist  state-building 


Images  courtesy  I CMC 
Above,  left:The  ‘'We  Won't  Forget"  medal; 
above,  right:  Moses  and  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments medal. 

program  following  the  Yishuv  (“set- 
tlement”) in  the  British  Mandate 
of  Palestine  during  the  early  20th 
century,  but  contrary  to  the  collec- 
tive kibbutzim,  farms  in  a moshav 
tended  to  be  individually  owned  but 
of  fixed  and  equal  size. 

Aharon  Shevo  designs  coins  for 
the  Bank  of  Israel,  medals  for  the 
Israel  Coins  & Medals  Corporation, 
and  stamps  for  the  Israeli  Philatelic 
Service,  mainly  on  Jewish  sub- 
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Coins,  medals  focus  of  his  work 


Above:  Daniel  in  the  Lion  s Den  (2012); 

At  right:  A stamp  of  Israel  honoring  Albert 
Einstein. 


Continued 

jects.  He  also  has  created  numerous 
works  of  Judaic  art  and  has  illus- 
trated many  books  for  publishers  in 
Israel  and  abroad. 

Some  of  Shevo’s  recent  coin 
designs  are  Daniel  in  the  Lions  ’ 
Den  (20 1 2);  Yitzhah  Rabin  (20 1 1 ); 
and  Jonah  in  the  Whale  (face-value 
side)  (2010),  chosen  as  the  Coin 
of  the  Year.  Earlier  coin  designs 
include  Joseph  and  His  Brothers 
(2000);  Children  in  Israel  (2004); 
And  the  Wolf  Shall  Live  with  the 
Lamb  (2007),  Vicenza  2008  award 
winner. 

Aharon  Shevo’s  medal  designs 
honor  some  of  the  greatest  names  in 


Jewish  and  Israeli  history  like  The 
Rambam  (2005),  Rashi  (Obverse) 
(2005)  and  Ilan  Ramon  (2003);  and 
Jewish  folklore  like  the  Wise  Men  of 
Chelm  (2005),  Fiddler  on  the  Roof 
(2005),  and  the  Golem  (2008);  and 
many  more  on  a variety  of  Jewish/ 
Israel  subjects.  In  addition,  he  has 
designed  numerous  Israel  stamps. 

Other  medal  designs  include 
Hakhel — Israel  One  People  (2002), 
New  Terminal  at  Ben  Gurion  Air- 
port (2004),  Kaballah — Obverse 
(2009). 

Over  the  centuries,  artists  have 
captured  the  spirit  of  important  mo- 
ments in  history— both  triumph  and 
defeat. 
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Stamps,  posters  also  part  of  work 


Images  courtesy  ICMC 
Above:  Joseph  and  his 
brothers  (2000),  obverse 
and  reverse. 

At  right,  The  Golem  of 
Prague  medal. 


Continued 

The  painting  “Liberty  Leading 
the  People”  was  one  of  the  first  to 
portray  the  working  class  in  a posi- 
tive light — depicting  the  triumph  of 
the  masses  over  the  monarchy  in  the 
July  Revolution  of  1830. 

And  the  famous  inspirational 
painting  by  Archibald  MacNeal 
Willard  (August  22,  1 836-Octo- 
ber  11,  1918)  “The  Spirit  of  76,” 
also  known  as  Yankee  Doodle,  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  best  known  and 


inspiring  images  of  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  At  the  head  of  a column  of 
marching  Patriots,  a beaten  but  not 
broken  trio  of  men  playing  drums 
and  fife  play  an  inspiring  cadence 
for  the  soldiers  they  lead.  Flag 
flying  high,  this  painting  has  been 
used  countless  times  in  our  country 
to  depict  that  same  determined  spirit 
for  two  centuries. 

Shevo’s  2005  Tisha  B’Av  poster 
shows  the  image  of  Jews  in  defeat 
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POLITICAL  STATEMENTS  CLEAR,  STRONG 


Images  courtesy  I CMC 
Above:  Shevo’s  2005  Tisha  B 'Av poster 
shows  the  image  of Jews  in  defeat  fol- 
lowing the  fall  of  the  Temple  in  70  C.E. 
(as  portrayed  on  the  Arch  of  Titus) 
and  being  superseded  by  the  victories 
achieved  by  Israel  s modern  army. 


At  right:  “ The  Spirit  of  ‘76  ” by 
Archibald  M Willard,  c.  1875. 


n"DU3n  n*a  'u 
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following  the  fall  of  the  Temple  in 
70  C.E.  (as  portrayed  on  the  Arch 
of  Titus) — being  superseded  by  the 
victories  achieved  by  Israel’s  mod- 
em army. 

Aharon  Shevo  has  used  his  art— 
in  the  form  of  privately  issued 
“We  Won’t  Forget”  medals,  labels 
(privately  printed  stamps),  etc. — to 
protest  the  dismantling  of  Gush 
Katif,  a bloc  of  1 7 Israeli  settle- 
ments in  the  southern  Gaza  strip. 

In  August  2005,  the  Israeli  army 


moved  the  8,600  residents  of  Gush 
Katif  to  Israel. 

They  were  evicted  from  the  area 
and  their  homes  demolished  as  part 
of  Israel’s  unilateral  disengagement 
plan  from  the  Gaza  Strip  portion  of 
the  Palestinian  Territories. 

Most  of  the  synagogues  were 
destroyed  by  Palestinian  mobs 
immediately  after  the  evacuation. 
Abu  Abir,  a member  of  the  Popular 
Resistance  Committee  commented 
that  “The  looting  and  burning  of  the 
synagogues  was  a great  joy.” 

Continued 
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Elegance,  grace  and  power 


Images  courtesy  ICMC 

The  designs  for  “ The  Lion  lays  down  with  the  lamb  ” coin  series  that  won  Arahon  Shevo 
the  2008  Vicenzo  Award. 


Later,  in  2007,  it  was  reported  by 
Ynetnews  that  “The  ruins  of  two 
large  synagogues  in  Gush  Katif, 
the  evacuated  Jewish  communities 
of  the  Gaza  Strip,  have  been  trans- 
formed into  a military  base  used  by 
Palestinian  groups  to  fire  rockets 
at  Israeli  cities  and  train  for  attacks 


against  the  Jewish  state.” 

Aharon  Shevo’s  “We  Won’t 
Forget”  medal  depicts  the  expulsion 
from  Gush  Katif,  with  the  names 
of  the  settlements  tom  off  at  the 
bottom.  Shevo’s  privately  issued 
“stamps”  similarly  have  the  names 
of  the  abandoned  settlements  on  the 
tabs. raj 
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Israel 
Mint 
2013  GOLD 
1-OUNCE- 
BULLION 
HOMAGE 
TO  SCROLLS 


SHRINE  OF  THE  BOOK 
ISRAEL  BULLION  COIN  2013 
4th  in  “Jerusalem  of  Gold”  Series 
Legal  Tender  issued  by  the  Bank 
of  Israel.  Reverse  design  by  Aharon 
Shevo 

The  Shrine  of  the  Book  is  part  of 
the  campus  of  the  renowned  Israel 
Museum  in  Jerusalem,  in  which  the 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls  and  other  ancient 
manuscripts  are  showcased  and 
preserved.  The  unique  shape  of  the 
Shrine  of  the  Book,  prominent  in 
the  Jerusalem  landscape,  is  reflected 
in  a pool  of  water  that  surrounds  it. 
Designed  by  Frederick  Kiesler  and 
Armand  Bartos,  and  inaugurated  in 
1965,  the  Shrine  of  the  Book  is  an 
international  landmark  of  modern 
architecture  and  the  repository  for 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls,  the  Aleppo 
Codex  and  other  rare,  ancient 
manuscripts. 

The  Shrine  of  the  Book  was 
originally  built  to  house  the  Dead 


Sea  Scrolls,  the  oldest  known  bibli- 
cal manuscripts  dating  from  about 
2,000  years  ago,  discovered  in 
1 947  at  Qumran  by  the  Dead  Sea. 
The  white  building  was  designed 
to  symbolize  the  lids  of  the  jars  in 
which  the  first  scrolls  were  found, 
while  the  corridor  leading  into  the 
Shrine  resembles  the  cave,  where 
they  were  discovered. 

Ordering  Procedures 

* The  price  of  the  Bullion  Coin  is 
not  permanent,  in  contrast  to  that  of 
most  other  coins,  and  fluctuates  in 
accordance  with  the  daily  interna- 
tional price  of  gold. 

* The  price  of  the  coin  will  be 
determined  by  ICMC,  daily,  at 
09:00  Israel  time,  according  to  the 
USD  PM  London  fixing  (LME)  of  1 
oz.  of  gold,  of  the  previous  business 
day. 

* The  daily  coin  price  determined 
will  be  available  by  telephone  at 
972-4-821-2807,  24/7. 
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Quezon's 

Quest 


In  the  late  1930s, 

Manila’s  poker-playing 

POLITICOS  DO  THE  RIGHT 
THING,  SAVING  THOUSANDS 

of  Jewish  refugees 


Left,  Temple  Emil  in  Manila,  circa  1930s. 
Below,  the  obverse  of  a 1936  commemorative 
50-centavo  coin  of  the  Philippines  shows  U.S. 
High  Commissioner  Francis  Murphy,  left, 


and  President  Manuel  Quezon,  right, 


The  extraor- 
dinary 
actions  of 
a Cincinnati  fam- 
ily of  cigar  makers, 
the  president  of  a 
fledgling  nation  and 
a future  President  of 
the  United  States  rescued 
thousands  of  Jewish  refugees  from 
the  Holocaust.  Yet  the  history  of 
how  they  found  sanctuary  in  a south 
Pacific  chain  of  islands  is  one  of  the 
least-known  stories  of  World  War  II. 

In  1921,  the  Frieder  family  of 
Cincinnati  cigar  makers  set  up  a 


tobacco  export  busi- 
ness in  the  Philip- 
pines that  grew  into 
the  Helena  Cigar 
Factory.  With  their 
motto  “Two  for  a 
Nickel,”  and  a factory 
in  the  Philippines,  the 
company  would  become  one 
of  largest  U.S. -based  cigar  com- 
panies outside  of  Cuba,  exporting 
more  than  250  million  cigars  per 
year  to  the  U.S. 

To  do  so,  they  became  part  of  Ma- 
nila’s elite,  with  a large  estate  and 

Continued 
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Refugees  found  haven  in  Manila 


Image  courtesy 
United  States  Holocaust  Memorial 
The  passport  of  Mrs.  Abigail 
Ephraim  with  “The  Philip- 
pine Islands  ” replacing  the 
United  States  as  the  destina- 
tion on  the  U.S.  visa.  Note  the 
“J“  on  the  German  passport. 


Continued 

close  friendships  with  the  wealthy 
and  politically  powerful,  including 
President  Manuel  Quezon  and  an 
aide  to  U.S.  Gen.  Douglas  MacAr- 
thur,  Col.  Eisenhower. 

While  their  lifestyle  may  have 
been  opulent,  the  Frieder  brothers 

- Alex,  Philip,  Herbert  and  Morris 

- maintained  a simple  model  for 
managing  the  far-flung  assets  of  the 
company.  With  one  brother  sta- 
tioned for  two  years  in  Manila,  the 
others  remained  at  the  company’s 
Cincinnati  headquarters. 

Back  in  Cincinnati,  all  the  broth- 
ers and  their  families  lived  on  the 
same  block  , except  when  they 
decamped  for  two  years. 

In  Manila,  the  social  whirl  was 
somewhat  different  than  back  in 
the  U.S.  Few  Filipinos,  a people 
dedicated  almost  exclusively  to 
Catholicism,  were  concerned  about 
the  Jewish  heritage  of  the  Frieder 
family.  Indeed,  the  family  members 
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were  rather  secular  in  their  lifestyles 
and  reportedly  did  not  follow  many 
traditions  and  rituals  of  the  faith. 

Isolated  as  they  were  in  this  bit  of 
paradise,  the  Frieders  would  sud- 
denly find  themselves  thrust  into  the 
front  lines  of  the  most  devastating 
war  and  pogrom  in  history. 

And  they  grew  into  leaders  and 
became  one  again  with  their  people. 

By  late  1937,  Japanese  impe- 
rial military  forces  had  conquered 
most  of  China,  and  thousands  of 
multi-national  refugees  crowded 
the  streets  of  Shanghai,  desperate  to 
escape. 

Several  Jewish  families  did 
escape  by  ship  to  the  Philippines. 
Alex  Frieder  happened  to  be  at  the 
docks  tending  to  business  when 
these  families  disembarked. 

And  he  suddenly  realized  that  he 
and  his  brothers  could  help  rescue 
more  of  the  thousands  still  stranded 
in  Shanghai.  But  he  couldn’t  do  it 
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Philippine  exodus  rescues  10,000 


Photo  courtesy  Rescue  in  the  Philippines  film  project 
Sam  Frieder,  seated , with  members  of  the  Philippine  Jewish  refugees  community,  1940. 
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alone.  He  needed  important  help. 

So  he  broached  his  plan  at  his 
regular  weekly  poker  game  with  his 
friends.  But  this  was  no  ordinary 
circle  of  card  players. 

Alex  Frieder  played  cards  with, 
among  other  local  luminaries,  Paul 
McNutt,  the  American  High  Com- 
missioner for  the  Philippines,  the 
President  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
the  Philippines  Manuel  Quezon,  and 
Col.  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower. 

They  gathered  sometimes  at  the 
presidential  palace,  sometimes 
at  the  Frieder  or  Quezon  estates 
to  smoke  stogies  and  play  cards. 
Eisenhower  reputedly  was  the  best 
of  the  players  with  tactical  and  stra- 
tegic skills  unmatched. 


Alex  Frieder  told  the  story  of 
what  he  had  seen  at  the  Manila 
docks  - exhausted,  exhilarated 
Shanghai  Jews  stranded  no  longer 
- to  his  poker-playing  pals.  In  an 
elaborate  scheme,  the  group  devised 
a plan  to  bring  thousands  more  to 
the  relative  safety  of  the  Philip- 
pines. 

Since  the  Philippine  islands  were 
at  the  time  a Commonwealth  state 
of  the  U.S.,  the  laws  and  policies  of 
the  U.S.  ruled  all,  including  immi- 
gration. 

McNutt  and  President  Quezon 
side-stepped  U.S.  immigration  quo- 
tas, and  issued  work  visas  to  1,200 
stranded  Jews  in  Shanghai. 

And  with  the  assistance  of  the 
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SANCTUARY:  ONLY  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 


Photo  courtesy  Rescue  in  the 
Ph  i I ipp  ines  film  project 
On  April  30,  1940,  many  of 
the  first  group  of  1,200  refu- 
gees to  reach  relative  safety 
in  the  Philippines  attended 
a dinner  held  for  them  on 
the  estate  of  the  Frieder 
brothers  in  Manila. 


Continued 

American  Jewish  Joint  Distributing 
Committee,  Alex  and  Philip  Frieder 
brought  more  than  1,200  Jewish 
refugees  to  the  Philippines. 

Frank  Ephraim,  who  was  one  of 
the  Manila  refugees,  recounts  the 
travails  of  the  refugees  in  his  2003 
book  Escape  to  Manila:  From  Nazi 
Tyranny  to  Japanese  Terror. 

The  Philippines  under  President 
Quezon  would  ultimately  open  its 
doors  to  some  10,000  Jewish  refu- 
gees from  Europe  as  well  as  China 
before  Japanese  forces  attacked  and 
overwhelmed  the  island  nation  in 
December  1941. 

Although  the  Japanese  occupy- 
ing force  treated  the  displaced  Jews 
as  “stateless”  German  citizens, 
at  war’s  end  with  U.S.  bombers 
destroying  most  of  Manila,  tens  of 
thousands  of  the  city’s  residents 
died,  not  all  from  the  bombing. 

Relations  between  Israel  and  the 
Philippines  are  warm  today,  in  large 


part  because  of  the  efforts  of  a few 
in  Manila  in  the  late  1930s. 

As  the  Jerusalem  Post  noted  in 
2010,  “After  the  war,  the  Philip- 
pines became  the  only  nation  in 
Asia  to  vote  for  the  creation  of  the 
State  of  Israel  in  the  UN.” 

On  June  21, 2009,  the  “Open 
Doors”  monument  honoring  the 
courage  of  the  poker  players  who 
helped  save  thousands  was  dedicat- 
ed in  Rishon  Lezion  Memorial  Park 
near  Tel  Aviv. 

Another  recent  project  brought 
more  news  of  the  rescue  to  the 
awareness  of  millions.  Rescue  in  the 
Philippines:  Refuge  From  the  Ho- 
locaust, is  a 2012  documentary  film 
that  aired  in  April  2013  on  PBS, 
commemorating  the  Frieder  broth- 
ers, McNutt,  Quezon  and  others 
who  helped  rescue  the  refugees. 

McNutt  helped  in  a significant 
way  by  playing  an  end-run  on 
the  U.S.  State  Department,  aided 
quietly  by  confederates  resisting 
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Quezon  donated  land,  building 


Photo  courtesy 
Rescue  in  the  Philippines  film  project 
President  Manuel  Quezon  speaking 
at  the  dedication  of  the  Marikino  Hall 
that  he  gave  to  the  Jewish  community 
of  Manila,  1940. 
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the  restrictions  placed  on  Jewish 
emigrants  seeking  only  to  flee  terror 
and  death. 

President  Quezon  picked  up  the 
baton  handed  to  him  by  the  Frieder 
brothers,  and  played  an  even  larger 
role  than  McNutt,  donating  land 
from  his  own  holdings  and  constuct- 
ing  many  buildings  for  the  refugees 
from  Shanghai,  and  later,  thousands 
more  from  Europe. 

Although  Quezon  did  not  live  to 
see  the  birth  of  the  nation  of  Israel, 
his  leadership  directly  contributed 
to  a significant  event  in  the  history 
of  both  countries. 

The  Philippines  was  the  only 
Asian  nation  to  vote  for  the  parti- 
tion of  Palestine  and  the  recreation 
of  the  state  of  Israel. 

• •• 

The  history  of  the  Jewish  Com- 
munity in  Manila  goes  back  to  the 


Spanish  Inquisition  of  the  16th 
century,  when  many  Jews  of  Spain, 
who  were  forcibly  converted  to 
Christianity,  observed  their  Jewish 
life  in  secret  and  found  themselves 
tried,  convicted,  and  expelled  for 
heretical  behavior,  notes  the  Philip- 
pine Embassy  to  Israel. 

Known  as  Marranos  or  “New 
Christians,”  these  Crypto-Jews 
accompanied  Spanish  adventurers 
who  settled  in  many  Far  Eastern 
ports,  Manila  included. 

The  first  permanent  settlement  of 
Jews  in  the  Philippines  during  the 
Spanish  colonial  years  began  with 
the  arrival  of  three  Levy  broth- 
ers from  Alsace-Lorraine,  who 
were  escaping  the  aftermath  of  the 
Franco-Prussian  War  in  1870.  As 
entrepreneurs,  their  business  ven- 
tures over  the  years  included  jew- 
elry retail,  a general  merchandising 
business,  and  import  trade  in  gems. 
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Israel  Monument  honors  rescue 


The  Filipinos  and  Quezon  are  honored  in  Israel  by  the  “ Open  Doors  ” monument  in  Ris- 
hon  Lezion  Memorial  Park  near  Tel  Aviv  built  in  2009.  It  commemorates  the  historic  and 
spiritual  ties  between  two  peoples  united  by  their  commitment  to  freedom,  humanitarian 
principles  and  a deep  faith  in  the  God  of  the  Bible. 
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pharmaceuticals,  and  eventually 
automobiles. 

The  opening  of  the  Suez  Canal  in 
March  1 869  provided  a more  direct 
trading  route  between  Europe  and 
The  Philippines,  allowing  business- 
es to  grow  and  the  number  of  Jews 
in  The  Philippines  to  increase. 

The  Levy  brothers  were  subse- 
quently joined  by  Turkish,  Syr- 
ian, and  Egyptian  Jews,  creating  a 
multi-ethnic  Jewish  population  of 
about  fifty  individuals  by  the  end  of 
the  Spanish  period. 

Jews  in  the  Philippines 
during  the  American  Period 

When  the  Philippines  became  an 
American  concern,  notes  the  Philip- 
pine embassy  to  Israel,  American 
Jewish  citizens  took  advantage  of 


this  new  frontier.  The  arrival  of 
American  military  forces  to  the 
Philippines  brought  Jewish  service- 
men who  decided  to  remain  in  the 
islands  after  their  military  discharge 
and  become  permanent  residents. 

Two  important  names  appear  in 
the  Jewish  community  at  the  turn 
of  the  century:  Emil  Bachrach  and 
Morton  I.  Netzorg.  Emil  Bachrach 
arrived  in  Manila  in  1901  and  soon 
built  a sizable  commercial  empire. 
Because  he  is  regarded  as  the  first 
American  Jew  who  permanently 
settled  in  the  Philippines,  the  syna- 
gogue and  cultural  hall,  which  the 
Bachrach  family  financed  in  sub- 
sequent decades,  bore  his  name: 
Temple  Emil  and  Bachrach  Hall. 

Bachrach ’s  economic  successes 
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WARM  RELATIONS  LIVE  ON  TODAY 


allowed  him  to  be  a generous  phi- 
lanthropist, supporting  both  Jewish 
and  Christian  causes. 

By  1918,  the  Jewish  community 
in  Manila  totaled  about  150  people, 
including  a number  of  Russian  Jews 
escaping  the  Bolshevik  Revolution. 

Manila  Jewry  included  the  found- 
er of  the  Makati  Stock  Exchange, 
the  conductor  of  the  Manila  Sym- 
phony Orchestra,  as  well  as  physi- 
cians and  architects. 

As  the  Philippine  embassy  noted 
in  a press  release  honoring  the  con- 
struction of  a monument  in  Israel 
to  the  Philippine  people  for  their 
“Open  Door”  support,  the  small, 
decentralized  and  secularly-minded 
Jewish  community  of  Manila  took 
heroic  steps  to  save  its  fellow  Jews 
from  sure  destruction. 

In  1939,  the  Philippine  Common- 
wealth Government,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  President  Quezon,  estab- 
lished the  policy  of  Open  Doors  to 
welcome  Jewish  refugees  escaping 
Nazi  tyranny  in  Europe. 

Ten  thousand  visas  earmarked 
for  travel  to  the  Philippines  Islands 
were  made  available  to  thousands  of 
Jews.  President  Quezon  fully  under- 
stood the  crisis  that  the  Jews  were 
facing  at  that  time.  And  to  reinforce 
this  open  door  policy,  Quezon  built 
a housing  community  for  Jewish 
refugees  in  Marikina  in  1939  and 
allotted  a farm  and  large  settlement 
area  in  Mindanao  for  Jewish  refu- 


Image  courtesy  Philippine  Embassy  to  Israel 
President  Manuel  L.  Quezon  (center)  is 


welcomed  by  Alex  Frieder  (right)  and 
Herbert  Frieder  (partially  visible)  upon  his 
arrival  for  the  dedication  of  Marikina  Hall 
donated  by  Quezon  for  the  Jewish  refugees 
in  April  1941,  Marikina, Philippines. 

gees  before  the  outbreak  of  World 
War  II. 

Today  there  are  an  estimated 
60,000  Filipinos  living  and  working 
in  Israel. 

Many  helped  save  thousands  just 
before  World  War  II. 

The  humanitarian  reasoning  of 
President  Quezon  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  the  continued  goodwill  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  As  Quezon’s 
daughter  Zeneida  Quezon  Avanceha 
noted  at  the  memorial’s  dedication, 
“I  know  dad  had  the  moral  courage 
to  do  it  because  he  believed  in  the 
sanctity  of  human  life  and  the  right 
of  people  to  live  as  they  believe 
they  should.”  nil 


BELSKIE'S 

VISIONS: 

CREATION; 

Heroes 

By  Mel  Wacks 


While  looking  at  pictures  of 
art  medals  on  the  Internet,  I 
came  across  a stunning  piece  of  art 
portraying  the  first  words  in  Gen- 
esis - Bereshet  in  Hebrew,  or  “In  the 
beginning  God  created  the  heaven 
and  the  earth”-  both  of  which  are 
inscribed  on  this  medallic  master- 
piece by  Jewish  medalist  Abram 
Belskie.  The  3-inch  medal  (see 
above)  was  struck  by  Medallic  Art 
Company  and  issued  in  1965  by  the 
Hall  of  Fame  of  Great  Americans  to 
commemorate  Phillips  Brooks  (1835 
to  1 893),  American  theologian  and 
preacher. 

In  1869,  Brooks  became  rector  of 
Trinity  Church,  Boston  and  was  con- 
secrated Episcopal  Bishop  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  1891.  After  his  death,  af- 
ter an  episcopate  of  only  1 5 months, 
one  observer  reported:  “They  buried 
him  like  a king.  Harvard  students 
carried  his  body  on  their  shoulders. 
All  barriers  of  denomination  were 
down.  Roman  Catholics  and  Unitar- 
ians felt  that  a great  man  had  fallen 
in  Israel”  (Mrs.  Edward  S.  Drown, 


Top:  The  first  lines  of  Genesis  as  inter- 
preted by  sculptor  Abram  Belskie.  Above: 
Profile  of  Phillips  Brooks  ( 1835  to  1893), 
the  American  theologian  and  preacher 
honored  in  the  Hall  of  Fame  Great  Ameri- 
cans series  issue  of  1 965. 

in  The  Witness , March  21,  1940). 

He  is  remembered  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  as  a Saint,  with  a feast  day 
on  January  23.  And  he  is  perhaps 
best  remembered  today  as  the  com- 
poser of  the  popular  Christmas  carol 
“O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem.”  He 
was  inspired  by  visiting  the  city  of 
Bethlehem  in  1 865.  Three  years 
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Belskie  prolific  medal  designer 


Moses  Maimonides  medal  by  Abram  Belskie,  issued  in  1969  as  part  of  the  Great  Men  of 
Medicine  series.  Photo  courtesy  the  American  Numismatic  Society. 
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later,  Brooks  wrote  the  poem  for 
his  church  and  his  organist,  Lewis 
Redner,  added  the  music. 

The  Hall  of  Fame  for  Great  Amer- 
icans is  the  original  hall  of  fame  in 
the  United  States.  It  was  completed 
in  1900,  as  part  of  the  New  York 
University  campus  grounds  in  the 
Bronx,  New  York.  Today  it  is  part 
of  the  Bronx  Community  College  of 
the  City  University  of  New  York. 

To  be  eligible  for  nomination,  a 
person  must  have  been  a native  born 
or  naturalized  (since  1914)  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  must  have  been 
dead  for  25  years  (since  1922;  from 
1900  through  1920,  a nominee  had 
to  be  dead  only  10  years)  and  must 
have  made  a major  contribution  to 
the  economic,  political,  or  cultural 
life  of  the  nation.  Phillips  Brooks 
was  inducted  in  1910.  Just  three  of 
the  honorees  are  Jewish  - Albert  A. 


Michelson  and  Lillian  Wald  (induct- 
ed in  1910),  and  Louis  D.  Brandeis 
(in  1973,  which  is  the  last  time 
anyone  was  inducted). 

Abram  Belskie  was  bom  in  Lon- 
don in  1907,  and  raised  in  Glasgow; 
in  1929  he  arrived  in  New  York  City. 
The  web  site  http://www.belskiemu- 
seum.com  of  The  Belskie  Museum 
of  Art  and  Science  (Closter,  New 
Jersey),  indicates  that  “From  1952 
until  1984,  Abram  Belskie  designed 
over  130  medals  and  medallions. 

As  a numismatic  sculptor,  he  has 
been  praised  and  honored  for  his 
fifty  medal  series  “Great  Men  of 
Medicine”  issued  by  Presidential 
Art  Medals,  Inc.  In  1959,  he  was 
awarded  the  J.  Sanford  Saltus  Award 
for  outstanding  Achievement  in  the 
Art  of  the  Medal  awarded  by  The 
American  Numismatic  Society  of 
which  he  was  a member.”  Belskie 
died  in  1 988.  fin 
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haym  Salomon 


Revolutionary  war  patriot 

MORE  THAN  A GREAT  FRIEND 


A new  medal  from  the  Jewish- American  Hall  of  Fame  honors  Revolutionary  War 
patriot  Haym  Salomon  with  an  obverse  first  designed  in  1973  for  the  JAHF  with  a new 
reverse  designed  by  Mel  Wacks,  right. 


n 1973,  the  Jewish- American  Hall 
of  Fame  issued  a medal  honor- 
ing Revolutionary  War  patriot  Haym 
Salomon.  It  was  designed  by  the  Dean  of 
World  Medalists,  Paul  Vincze. 

Recently,  the  Jewish-American  Hall  of 
Fame  combined  Vincze’s  portrait  with  a 
new  “For  God  and  Country”  reverse  de- 
signed by  Mel  Wacks,  featuring  a portion 
of  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United  States,  to 
create  just  250  new  mini-medals. 

These  can  be  ordered  by  AINA  mem- 
bers for  just  S7.50  each  or  three  for  only 
SI  8 from  the  non-profit  Jewish-Amer- 
ican Hall  of  Fame,  5189  Jeffdale  Ave., 
Woodland  Hills,  CA  9 1 364. 

In  the  book  For  God  and  Conn  tty, 
author  James  Arcuri  admittedly  com- 
bined facts,  myths  and  legends  to  tell 
how  Haym  Salomon  helped  design  the 


Great  Seal  of  the  United  States  - which 
features  1 3 stars,  representing  the 
original  1 3 states,  in  the  formation  of  a 
six-pointed  Star  of  David. 

The  historic  facts  indicate  that  the  first 
description  of  the  Great  Seal  did  not 
specify  whether  the  individual  stars  were 
to  have  five  or  six  points  - and  the  stars 
were  arranged  randomly. 

The  star  formation  on  the  first  Great 
Seal  was  designed  and  described  by 
Charles  Thomson  in  1 782  (during  the 
lifetime  of  Haym  Salomon)  as:  “Over 
the  head  of  the  Eagle  a Constellation  of 
Stars  surrounded  with  bright  rays  and  at 
a little  distance  clouds.” 

However,  when  the  die  was  first  used 
on  Sept.  1 6,  1 782,  the  stars  formed  a Star 
of  David!  So,  while  no  one  knows  for 
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SALOMON  GAVE  GENEROUSLY  TO  MANY 


Continued 

sure,  it  was  possible  for  George  Wash- 
ington to  honor  the  “Financial  Hero”  of 
the  American  Revolution  by  using  the 
Jewish  symbol  on  the  Great  Seal.  You 
can  contemplate  on  this  whenever  you 
view  the  Great  Seal  on  the  back  of  a 
dollar  bill. 

In  the  early  1770s,  at  the  time  of  the 
partition  of  Poland,  Haym  Salomon  left 
his  family  and  arrived  in  New  York  on 
the  eve  of  the  Revolution.  His  com- 
mand of  German  made  him  welcome 
to  the  Hessian  forces,  which  he  served 
as  a supplier  of  goods.  When  the  Brit- 
ish suspected  him  of  spying,  Salomon 
was  arrested  and  confined  to  prison  for 
a time. 

Salomon’s  command  of  several  lan- 
guages enabled  him  to  serve  as  a broker 
to  the  French  officials  in  Philadelphia.  In 
the  diary  of  Robert  Morris,  Superinten- 
dent of  Finance  for  the  new  American 
government,  Salomon’s  name  appears 
frequently  in  the  period  1781-84.  Morris 
wrote:  “This  broker  has  been  usefi.il  to 
the  public  interests  ...”.  Salomon  pros- 
pered and  was  able  to  be  financially 
helpful  to  a number  of  public  figures,  in- 
cluding Alexander  Hamilton  and  James 
Madison. 

In  1782,  Madison  acknowledged  the 
“kindness  of  our  little  friend  in  Front 
Street,  whose  assistance  will  preserve  me 
from  extremities  but  I never  resort  to  it 
without  great  mortification  as  he  obsti- 
nately rejects  all  recompense.” 

Haym  Salomon  was  actively  involved 


A closer  view  of  the  hack  of  the 
U.S.  $1  bill  shows  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  13  stars. 


in  Jewish  community  affairs.  He  was  a 
member  of  Mikveh  Israel  Congregation 
in  Philadelphia,  and  made  the  largest 
single  contribution  to  the  erection  of  its 
first  building  in  1 782.  The  following 
year,  Salomon  joined  with  other  promi- 
nent Jews  in  an  address  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Council  of  Censors  urging  them  to 
remove  the  religious  test  oath  required 
for  office-holding  under  the  State  Con- 
stitution. 

And  in  1784,  he  answered  a personal 
slander  in  the  press  by  proclaiming 
boldly:  “I  am  a Jew;  it  is  my  own  nation 
...  I do  not  despair ...  that  we  shall  obtain 
every  other  privilege  that  we  aspire  to 
enjoy  along  with  our  fellow-citizens.” 

When  Haym  Salomon  died  premature- 
ly in  January  1785,  he  held  $353,000, 
largely  in  depreciated  certificates  of 
indebtedness  and  continental  currency  ... 
all  virtually  worthless. 

The  Pennsylvania  Packet  wrote  “He 
was  remarkable  for  his  skill  and  integrity 
in  his  profession  and  for  his  generous 
and  humane  deportment.”  nu 
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ODED  PAZ: 

An  elongated  collector 


Oded  Paz  was  bom  in  Tel  Aviv, 
Israel,  where  he  spent  most  of  his 
life  except  for  four  years  in  New 
York  between  the  ages  of  8 and  12 
when  the  family  had  to  move  there 
when  his  father,  who  was  an  of- 
ficer in  the  Israel  Defense  Forces 
(IDF),  was  “loaned”  to  the  Ministry 
of  Defense  where  he  served  as  the 
head  of  the  Army’s  “purchasing 
arm”  in  New  York  during  the  years 
of  1972-1976. 

It  was  while  living  in  New  York 
that  Oded  was  bitten  by  the  “col- 
lecting bug”  after  he  had  been  given 
his  first  blue  Whitman  cents  album. 
He  spent  lots  of  time  going  through 
his  parents’  change,  looking  and 
looking  for  certain  cents  to  place  in 
the  album. 

When  the  family  returned  to  Isra- 
el, Oded  attended  the  Israel  Military 
Academy  and  then  served  in  the 
Army  Intelligence  Corps.  Oded’s 
“collecting”  passion  soon  began  to 
focus  on  almost  anything  numis- 
matic of  Israel,  such  as  circulated 
coins  and  mint  sets. 

When  Oded’s  father  retired  from 
the  IDF  as  a general,  Oded  also  left 
the  IDF  and  the  two  began  a family 
business,  with  his  sister  and  brother 
joining  them  later  on. 

In  1999,  after  the  sudden  pass- 
ing of  his  father,  Oded  returned  to 
the  U.S.  and  settled  in  Southern 
California  until  2009  when  he  made 


Oded  Paz 


his  last,  hopefully,  move  - to  Idaho 
- with  his  wife  Sandy  and  their 
daughter  Michelle. 

It  was  after  his  relocation  to  the 
States  that  Oded  resumed  collect- 
ing U.S.  coins,  focusing  on  Lincoln 
cents. 

He  then  ventured  into  collecting 
word  coins,  and  set  a goal  of  col- 
lecting at  least  one  coin  from  every 
country  and  ruler.  He  has  already 
finished  all  issues  in  the  20th  centu- 
ry, except  for  six  that  were  way  too 
expensive,  and  has  started  filling 
the  gaps  in  the  19th  century. 

In  2001 , Oded  discovered  yet  an- 
other avenue  of  collecting,  elongat- 

Continued 
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eds,  and  we  could  say  at  this  point 
that  “the  rest  is  history.” 

As  of  now,  in  Oded’s  elongated 
collection,  he  has  more  than  50,000 
coins  “to  prove  his  insanity.”  Even 
with  Oded’s  passion  for  elongat- 
eds,  he  never  lost 
his  love  of  col- 
lecting the  coins 
and  exonumia  of 
Israel. 

It  was  just  a 
few  years  ago 
that  Oded  was 
approached  by 
AINA  president 
Mel  Wacks,  to 
see  if  he  might 
be  interested  in 
becoming  a Board 
Member  of  AINA. 

Oded  imme- 
diately agreed  and  felt  that  such  a 
request  was  indeed  an  honor. 

It  was  also  just  a couple  of  years 
ago  that  Oded  made  a presentation 
at  the  annual  AINA  Membership 
Meeting  in  Chicago  on  his  elon- 
gated collection. 

I remember  how  thrilled  I was 
to  see  an  item  from  an  elongated 
set  from  the  Holyland  Expo  that  I 
had  been  a part  of  for  all  the  years 
that  the  Expo  was  held  in  the  Los 
Angeles  area. 

Oded  has  enjoyed  serving  the 
AINA  membership  by  being  a 


member  of  the  Board  and  being 
able  to  attend  the  General  Member- 
ship Meetings  annually. 

This  year,  Oded  has  broadened 
his  own  horizons  by  becoming  a 
candidate  for  the  ANA  Board  of 
Governors.  This  decision  came  after 
his  being  an  ANA  District  Repre- 
sentative since  2004 
and  his  wanting  to 
better  the  Club  and 
District  Representa- 
tives Program. 

Oded  says  he 
would  personally 
like  to  focus  on  the 
junior  collector  and 
ways  to  improve  the 
ANA’s  programs  for 
the  junior  collector. 

Through  all  of  his 
collecting  years, 
Oded  has  been  an 
exhibitor  and  speak- 
er at  many  local  meetings  and  coin 
shows. 

One  of  his  biggest  personal  ac- 
complishments was  receiving  the 
Numismatic  Ambassador  Award, 
sponsored  by  Krause  Publications, 
in  2011. 

Although  too  numerous  to  list  in- 
dividually, Oded  proudly  states  that 
he  is  a member  of  countless  coin 
clubs  and  organizations. 

A person  would  be  hard-pressed 
to  find  a better  “all  around”  collec- 
tor than  Oded.  mi 

Written  by  Donna  J.  Sims , NLG 
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Join  AINA  Today! 


If  you  like  Ancient  Judaean  coins,  the  coins  & medals  of  modern 
Israel,  Judaic  coins  & medals,  and  Jewish  history  ... 

You  will  love  reading  the  entertaining  and  informative  articles  in  .. 


THE 


$H€K€L 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  ISRAEL  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
RECEIVE  6 BIMONTHLY  ISSUES  OF  THE  FULL  COLOR  SHEKEL  MAGAZINE, 
PLUS  A FREE  ANNUAL  COMMEMORATIVE  MEDAL. 


Mail  to:  AINA,  PO  Box  20255,  Fountain  Hills,  A Z 85269,  USA 
or  call  in  your  credit  card  info  to  (818)  225-1348 
or  email  your  name,  address  and  credit  card  information  to: 

ainapresident@gmail.com 


Name Street 

City State Zip 

Country email  _ 


I want  to  join  AINA  and  receive  The  Shekel  magazine  for  a full  year: 

$25  (USA/Canada/Israel)  _ $48  (2  yrs  USA/Canada/Israel)  _$35  (Other  countries) 

$67  (2  yrs  Other  countries)  _$10  (Junior  age  10-19)  _$18  (2  yrs.  Junior  age  10-19) 

$500  (Life  Member)  Check  is  enclosed  payable  to  AINA  or  charge: 

_ Visa  _ MC  No. Exp 

For  gifts,  please  list  recipients  on  a separate  sheet  of  paper. 

For  juniors,  please  indicate  age. 

To  learn  more  about  AINA,  visit  our  web  site  at  www.theshekel.org. 

64 


No.  1 Guide  for  Paper  Money  Collectors 


X NUMISMASTER.com 

POWERED  BY  KRAUSE  PUBLICATIONS 


25.000+  listings 


INSIDE 


World  Coin  News 


MASTtl 


FUN  show  ai 

H«r<age  to  offer  wxk' 


kuuic  publications 


Will  the  British 
mint  be  sold? 


The  Complete  Information  Source  lor  Coin  Collectors 
Stubby  0 mark  HpT* 
on  dollar’s  edge  'A 

really  Peg  Leg  P I 


Nattzger  cents 
put  on  block 


Complete  guide  to  U.S.  coin  vi 


ddiil&iah 
tayasv  . 

S-mint’s  L 
first  coins  fl 


sj 


Edited  by  Gcorgr  S CuhaJ 
William  »r  jndimor*.  Marki 


1 804  Dollar  the  ‘King 
of  U.S.  coins'  PAGE  18 


TWO-CENT  PIECE  A 
SHORT-LIVED  ISSUE 


Standard  Catalog  of* 

UNITED  STATES 
PAPER  MONEY 


Standard  Catalog  of 


Special  issue 


60+  pig«t  of  U.S.  coin  values 
40+  page*  of  Canadian  and 
Mexican  coin  values 


THE  HOBBY  LEADER  IN  THE  WORLD  OF  NUMISMATICS 

Krause  Publications 


MAGAZINES 
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ENJOY  THE  SHEKEL  SPECIAL! 
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